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ENERGY ECONOMICS COSTA RICA 


PETROLEUM EXPLORATION TO BE SHIFTED TO PRIVATE SECTOR 
San Jose LA NACION in Spanish 5 Oct 82 p 2A 


[Text] Engineer Alberto Fait, first vice president of the republic, 
announced yesterday that the government plans to transfer petroleum invest- 
ment and exploration in our country to private foreign enterprise. 


Fait explained that the two exploration wells being put in at Baja Talamanca 
(one of which has been in the drilling stage for several months now) will 
cost 550 million colons, and that "there is no money for further drilling." 


For this reason, if no petroleum has been found once these wells have been 
completed, private foreign investment will be sought, provided it complies 
with the existing legal provisions. 


Should petroleum be found at Baja Talamanca, that area would be reserved to 
the state, and other areas would be turned over to private enterprise. 


At the time of his announcement, Engineer Fait also revealed that the 
Economic Council has decided to promote a law to permit the establishment of 
foreign banks in this country in order to attract foreign exchange. 


The council also intends to seek approval for the Hydrocarbons Law now under 
discussion in the Legislative Assembly, and thus promote foreign investment 
in these areas. 


Approval of the aforementioned laws forms part of a larger plan to create a 
"service economy" in this country to allow the state to attract foreign 
exchange without going into debt. 


The infrastructure of this "service economy" would consist of five projects 
whose approval is being sought by the government: construction of an oil 
pipeline, construction of an interoceanic railroad, encouragement of free 
industrial zones, establishment of international banking, and approval of the 
new Hydrocarbons Law. 


The Economy 


According to yesterday's declarations by the vice president, the government's 
first goal was to stabilize the local economy. 























A series of measures were thus taken in order to reduce the fiscal deficit, 
slow inflation, stabilize the exchange rate with respect to the dollar, and 
normalize relations with international finance agencies, as well as to 
resume payment on the foreign debt. 


The vice president said he felt that steps to reach these goals had already 
been taken, and that now it would be necessary to push the "service economy" 
in order to reinforce economic recovery. 


In order to renew full payment on the national foreign debt (some 3.5 billion 
dollars), the country will need, among other things, additional resources, 

as our current productive apparatus is incapable of generating the foreign 
exchange required to meet such obligations. 


A third stage in economic recovery should come with strengthening or agro- 
industry, although this is a long-range goal. 


Nevertheless, as a step forward, the Economic Council yesterday decided to 
speed up construction of the Tempisque Irrigation System, which, according 
to Fait, was originally set for completion within 25 years, although the 
current administration would like to reduce that time frame to 10 years. 


Plans call for providing 40,000 hectares with facilities for irrigation. The 
cost of the program will be 24 million dollars. The government plans to 
invest an initial 6 million this year, to be taken from the 70 million 
dollars this country is to receive as direct aid from the United States. 


The Banking System 


The proposed International Banking Law (which yesterday. received a favorable 
report by a majority of the legislative Assembly's committee) and whose 
enactment will be sought, would permit foreign banks to operate here and 
receive deposits in foreign currency from non-native persons or corporations. 


Fait clarified that this does not "run against" nationalization of the 
banking system, nor does it mean a mixed banking system, as the foreign banks 
will not be allowed to receive deposits by Costa Ricans. 


Fait said that certain banking institutions are interested in setting up 
operations in Costa Rica, although he was of the opinion that the level of 
such interest could not be properly guaged until the law had won approval. 


In order to facilitate approval of this legislation, Fait did not dismiss the 
possibility of seeking the cooperation of Unity Party [PU] legislators in 
order to win dispensation from normal Legislative Assembly procedure. 
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COUNTRY SECTION BOLIVIA 


BANZER ON ROLE OF ADN IN CONSTITUTIONAL GOVERNMENT 
Santa Cruz EL MUNDO in Spanish 10 Oct 82 p 9 


[Text] La Paz, 8 Oct (ANF)--Former President Banzer wishes that with the 
advent of the new democracy "Bolivia may overcome the historical pendulum 
which swings from the abuse of power to the abuse of freedoms." 


Speaking by radio-telephone with the ANF [Fides News AGency], former President 
Hugo Banzer answered the following questions: 


[Question] How do you assess the formula used for the transfer of political 
power from the Armed Forces to the civilian political organizations? 


[Answer] Faced with the crisis, we think that the democratic openiug and, in 
that context, the installation of the congress elected in 1980 was the best 
solution because that alternative was the one which saved the country the most 
money and the one which could be implemented in the shortest time. The ADN 
[Nationalist Democratic Action] fought alongside with six other political 
forces MNRH [Historical Nationalist Revolutionary Movement], PDC [Christian 
Democratic Party], FRI [Revolutionary Front of the Left], PRA [Authentic 
Revolutionary Party], PS [Socialist Party] and MNR-U to achieve that solution 
and is firmly determined to turn this into the beginning of a new phase for 
the Bolivian people. 


[Question] Are you confident that the new political regime being installed 
will be capable of bringing political stability to the country and will last 
until the end of the term established by the Constitution? 


[Answer] I sincerely wish for Bolivia to overcome the historical pendulum 
which swings the country from abuse of power to abuse of freedoms. There 
must be an end to the people's uncertainty about their future. All things 
considered, it will not be easy to surmount the crisis without an overall 
effort which involves having a trustworthy government capable of organizing 
the people and giving it leadership in the struggle against dependency, 
backwardness and poverty. The ADN will take the lead in backing up this 
premise with its ideas and positive action. 


[Question] You lead a party represented in Congress, you head a large 
opposition force and you have repeatedly said that if offered to become again 
president of the republic you would only agree if you "went in through the 























big door." Does that mean that you are getting ready for the next elections? 
g y B 


[Answer] My party is confident and hopes that the present government will 
complete the full term established by the Political Constitution of the state. 
I can say most categorically that the ADN will resolutely participate in the 
next elections of 1986. What candidates are endorsed by the ADN in that 
democratic contest will naturally depend on the situation in the republic 

at that point in history and on the party's decision but just now it is too 
early to predict anything. 


[Question] The ADN and the UDP [People's Democratic Union] are viewed by 

the public at large as being as incompatible as oil and water. Will the ADN's 
opposition to the government of Dr Siles go as far as to attempt to overthrow 
it? If not, will the ADN be capable of agreeing with some policies of the 
new government even if they are a far cry from the ideology and programs of 
the ADN? 


[Answer] The position of the ADN vis-a-vis the UDP Government will depend 
on the immutable interest of the Bolivian people. Should the UDP Government 
adopt stances which run counter to the interests of the nation, then it will 
naturally have to face a very firm and determined opposition on the part of 
the ADN. If the UDP government adopts measures which take into account all 
Bolivians and do not pit them against one another, then it will have the 
support of the ADN which will acknowledge the government's competent 
stewardship. 


[Question] The Armed Forces are going back to their barracks but there is 
no lack of political commentators who are forecasting that their departure 
will be short-lived and that depending on the circumstances--for instance 
if the economic situation or public order deteriorate any further--they 
may assume full command of the country once more. 


[Answer] What is evident is that the country's armed forces have given 
clear proof of the fact that they want to go back to their barracks to 
carry out the specific mission assigned to them by the Constitution. 
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COUNTRY SECTION BOLIVIA 


BIOGRAPHIC PROFILE OF PAZ ZAMORA PUBLISHED 
Santa Cruz EL MUNDO in Spanish 10 Oct 82 p 8 


[Text] La Paz, 9 Oct (ANF)--Jaime Pz Zamora, the son of an army general and 
a professional soccer player in his student years, will take office as vice 
president of the republic. 


Pz Zamora was born on 15 April 1939 in the town of Cochabamba but he considers 
himself to be a native of Tarifa because he spent the early years of his 
childhood in the "chapacas," schools and military garrisons of El Chaco where 
General Nestor Paz was posted on various occasions. 


He left the Sacred Heart School, a Jesuit school in Sucre, with his high 
School degree and went on to study in the Major Seminary of the Redeemer Order 
in Cordoba, Argentina. Paz Zamora's stay there did not last long because he 
tried to organize a group of worker priests, an initiative which led to his 
departure from the seminary. 


From there he went to Belgium where he paid for his studies by piaying 
professional soccer. Paz Zamora thinks that had he not gone into politics, 
he would have become a soccer player because, as he claims, “he was a very 
good player." 


In Belgium, where he obtained a degree in social and political sciences, is 
where he started his political training with several young people by making 
the first analyses on the situation prevailing in the country. 


In that context, he took part in the student movements and May revolution in 
Paris already developing the idea of going back to Bolivia and of setting up 
a political party outside the political mold of the so-called "revolutionary 
nationalism" and "orthodox Marxism." 


He came home from Europe married to Carmen Pereira--from whom he is now 
separated--and with two sons, Jaime and Rodrigo, aged 13 and 15, respectively. 


Back in Bolivia, and through the university where he worked in the University 
Extension Department, Paz Zamora established contacts with young members of 
the Christian Democratic Party who had started to split away from the party 
and with representatives of "independent Marxist" groups. 




















From then on Paz Zamora started his political activity and alongside with 
leaders of what was then the Revolutionary Christian Democracy, he participated 
in the People's Assembly through what was then known as the MIR [Movement 

of the Revolutionary Left] Student Front which won the elections to the local 
branch of the University Federation in La Paz. 


According to Paz Zamora, one of the nost valuable lessons in his political 
career, an experience which nelped him to have a better understanding of 

the national reality, was when he took part with other leaders in the fighting 
of August 1971 when General Banzer overthrew President Juan Jose Torrez. 


Up to that time, Paz Zamora singles out as an important factor in his life 

his relationship with his brother Nestor Paz Zamora ("Francisco, the guerrilla") 
who disappeared in Teoponte on 8 October 1970. As a paradox, Paz Zamora noted 
that his brother would have celebrated his 25th birthday on 9 October and on 
that same date, 12 years later, he will take office as vice president of the 
republic. 


In 1971, he founded the MIR with other leaders who up to that time had been 
students and he went underground to resist against the Banzer regime. 


Paz Zamora's underground work ended in 1974 when, for lack of means of 
transportation, he was apprehended by the Directorate of Political Order, a 
fact which initially turned to his advantage because he was not recognized 
by any of his jailers. But in that same year, the Tarapaca Regiment staged 
an uprising to oust Banzer; he took advantage of this to make his escape 
and later he was able to leave the country, going to Venezuela. 


One of Paz Zamora's hobbies is writing poetry and music. A biographical 
detail is that while in prison he composed the "Cueca" for his party, a 
feature identified with the MIR in the last three elections. 


As early as 1977, he advocated an alliance with Dr Siles with a view, as he 
points out, to reopening a democratic process on the basis of what is known 
as the "historic junction" with the national revolution of 1952. 


In 1978 he was a candidate for senator from Tarija and later he was vice 
presidential candidate in two consecutive elections. 


Paz Zamora feels that he was born again in 1980 in La Paz when he was the 
sole survivor in a plane crash which caused him to leave the country. 


Another event which he singles out is the manner in which he had to turn up 
at the first international political meeting to condemn the military coup: he 
appeared looking sick and wearing "a hospital gown" which attracted people's 
curiosity. 


However, he considers that his personality remains unchanged after the physical 
injuries suffered and as a result of which doctors and nurses had to practically 
rebuild his facial features. 

















After touring many countriesS in Europe and America, Paz Zamora, nephew of 
former President Paz Estensoro, came home clandestinely this year and again 


took part in his party's activities, finally obtaining the office of vice 
president of the republic. 
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Lic. JAIME PAZ ZAMORA 
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COUNTRY SECTION BOLIVIA 


BRIEFS 


LOCAL MIR PROPOSAL--The MIR [Movement of the Revolutionary Left] considers that 
the establishment and strengthening of a full democratic system is an 
absolutely necessary requirement to confront the present crisis in the country 
and to find solutions which will take into account the national interest, says 
a document released to the news media yesterday. One of the most important 
steps to surmount that crisis is to boost production and jobs. To this end, 
the MIR notes, the local administration must give top priority to the 
implementation of the Regional Development Plan. Decentralization is another 
decisive factor to bring about regional development. This goah will be 
achieved with municipal elections, by a steady protection of the prerogatives 
of the departments, by strengthening regional planning and by appointing local 
official on the basis of their ability, qualifications and honesty. MIR leader 
Rolando Arostegui said that the document is not a government plan and that its 
purpose is to set guidelines on what is good for the departments in the 
framework of a program of action aimed at addressing and surmounting the 
serious crisis which had resulted in a decline in production and earning 
capacity in all sectors. [Text] [Santa Cruz EL MUNDO in Spanish 8 Oct 82 p 6] 
8796 
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COUNTRY SECTION COLOMBIA 


ROLE FOR ARMED FORCES IN DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMS 
Bogota EL TIEMPO in Spanish 6 Oct 82 p 8-B 


[Excerpt] Minister of Defense Gen Fernando Landazabal Reyes has announced the 
reactivation of the School of Military Engineers in order to make development 
programs promoted by the armed forces and the government more effective, and he 
has said "It is our new policy to exchange guns for tools." 


While presiding at the events commemorating Engineers’ Day at the Antonio 
Baraya Battalion, Landazabal Reyes pointed to the works accomplished by that 
unit for the welfare of the peasants of the marginal areas of the country and 
declared: "All of us, along with the engineers, present with pride to the 
government and to public opinion an extraordinary record of accomplishments 
on the road toward improving the standard of living of the inhabitants of the 
large,extensive, isolated areas of the nation." 


"For all of us," he continued, "it is gratifying on this occasion to announce 
to the military engineers the reactivation of the Liborio Mejia Engineer Bat- 
talion--with its headquarters in Florencia--and to announce the authorization 
given by the minister of defense to the Army Command to also give its attention 
to reactivation of the School of Engineers." 


"That school,'' Landazabal said, "will serve as an instrument for increasing 

and perfecting the professional training of the cadres, and this will guarantee 
the full accomplishment of the engineers' mission aimed at redeeming the mar- 
ginal regions, and those where public order is a problem," 


"Those regions," he continued, "such as the national territories and the bor- 
der areas, are the ones which are in greater need of our assistance because 
out there the benefits of the state are precarious because of the great dis- 
tances and the lack of adequate means of communication," 


Landazabal's announcement is of particular significance inasmuch as he let it be 
understood that the military engineers will be separated from the army infantry 
so that those who choose the former branch of service can better specialize. 


At present there are seven engineer battalions in the country, and they are the 
following: Baraya Battalion No 1 in Bogota, Vergara and Velasco Battalion No 2 
in Barranquilla, Codazzi Battalion No 3 in Palmira, Caldas Battalion No 5 in 
Barrancabermeja, Cisneros Battalion No 8 in Armenia, Liborio Mejia Battalion 

No 9 in Florencia, and the support battalion in Melgar. 
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COUNTRY SECTION COLOMBIA 


MILITARY SERVICE 'REFORMS' ANNOUNCED 
Bogota EL TIEMPO in Spanish 3 Oct 82 p 5-C 


[Text] Minister of National Defense Gen Fernando Landazabal Reyes has announced 
a series of reforms in the military service, especially designed so that the 
peasant can receive education without having to leave his land. 


He pointed out that the process is now under study and that it will take some 
time, but emphasized that the participation of women in such reforms is anti- 
cipated “inasmuch as they are the managers of the basic cell of society, as 
the family is, and we cannot deny them the legitimate right to defend the 
fundamental precepts which they carry in their souls for things such as the 
creation of a grand, glorious and honorable nation." 


We believe, the general said, that while such reforms are being introduced 
the military service itself must render service on behalf of all Colombians, 
and that this should be done especially by those who have received more bene- 
fits from the country such as holders of university and other degrees. These 
latter persons, the minister said, have a still greater responsibility in re- 
gard to their obligation to defend the fatherland. 


As to the participation of the peasants, the minister did not go into detail 
on the benefits which they will receive through the reforms, but in broad out- 
line explained that "they will be able to come on Saturdays and Sundays to 
rural centers in order to receive instruction so that they can commit them- 
selves to the defense of the nation whenever higher interests of the father- 
land so require." 


At any rate, the minister reiterated that a program will be established in which 
the peasant can render military service without having to leave his own land. 


The minister of defense made the announcement about the military service re- 
forms upon being questioned by peasant leaders at the radio correspondence 
schools of the Populr Cultural Action in Sutatenza, Boyaca Department. 


Gen Landazabal Reyes was a member of the party which accompanied President 
Betancur on his visit to Sutatenza to talk with the peasant leaders there and 
find out about the education programs which the Popular Cultural Action, a 
pioneer organization in radio correspondence education, is promoting. 
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COUNTRY SECTION COSTA RICA 


GREATER CONTROL OVER GOLD EXPLOITATION ANNOUNCED 
San Jose LA NACION in Spanish 3 Oct 82 p 10A 


[Text] The Ministry of Public Security will intensify aerial and maritime 
surveillance in the country's southern zone in order to reduce the large ship- 
ments of illegal gold exports that take place every week. 


The new policy was the result of meetings held over the last 2 days between 
the minister of security Angel Edmundo Solano, and municipal officials from 
Corredores and Golfito. 


"There are tremendous evasions. All our wealth in this area is being stolen," 
said Solano, and he added that an enormous institutional effort will be 
needed to halt such irregularities. 


Minister Solano said that local communities are asking the Central Bank to 
install more purchasing agencies to offset the growth of the "black market," 
where, in addition to the price per "troy ounce" of gold offered to sellers 
by the bank of issue, there are private individuals who offer much higher 
prices. 


Speaking for his office, the minister of interior reported that he has asked 
his counterpart at the Ministry of Industry, Energy, and Mines for a report 

on the legal circumstances surrounding gold-related businesses, in order to 

move against those operating outside of legal bounds. 


The latter ministry has assigned 24 rural guards to the Osa peninsula, a 
number considered inadequate for establishment of a reliable system of 
security in view of the large area to be covered and the number of gold- 
extracting operations that have sprung up. 


According to the Ministry of Interior, the existence of 11 public and private 
airports has been confirmed in the area, and control of all of them cannot 

be guaranteed. There are agencies which lack the necessary resources to 
exercise such control. 


"This situation," emphasized the minister, "allows traffic in small planes 
or light aircraft capable of carrying the contraband gold that some of our 
legislative deputies have denounced." 


11 














On the other hand, it was announced that within a few days the various 
ministries connected with events in this area and the Central Bank will set 
a policy for joint action. 


Greater Surveillance 


Minister Solano remarked that he met with student groups at various locations 
in the South. He described his experience as extraordinary, and said there 
is a high level of awareness of the role that the Public Forces play in 
guaranteeing order and change. 


Solano's intention with this type of tour is to project the Public Forces 
into the life of each community in order to win their cooperation in the 
march of progress. 


It was within this framework that local residents emphasized the lack of 
adequate control over gold exploitation among the problems they brought to 
the minister's attention. 


Solano said he limited himself to posing the need to reinforce the air and 
sea sections of the service. With respect to land-based control, he said 
that is a matter for the Rural Assistance Guard. 


He also promised to tighten coordination between the municipalities and the 
legislative committee to investigate illegal gold exploitation. He was 
accompanied on his tour by Deputy Carlos Maria Chajud (Liberation Party-- 
Puntarenas), who heads the committee. 
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COUNTRY SECTION COSTA RICA 


BRIEFS 


NATIONAL DEFENSE PARTY REGISTERED--The Electoral Department of the Civil 
Registry has accepted registration at the national level of the National 
Defense Party, whose emblem will be white with a diagnol blue band running 
from the upper left-hand corner to the lower right. The new party, whose 
executive committee is headed by J. Francisco Herrera R., has emerged "to 
struggle together with other parties to defend all our civic values as a 
heritage left to us by our ancestors, and to undertake new actions to keep 
our democracy alive and maintain the country's institutionality." [Text] 
[San Jose LA REPUBLICA in Spanish 22 Sep 82 p 10] 9838 





UNEMPLOYMENT RATE INCREASES-—A study by the University of Costa Rica's 
Economic Research Institute revealed that the number of unemployed persons 
rose to 8.2 percent in the first half of this year. The report, »repared 
under the supervision of Juan Manuel Villasuso, who heads the institute, 

also shows that the current percentage is 8.2 percent lower than for the 

same period in 1981. Emphasic was pleced on the fact that unemployment 
occurred even in those firms that showed an increase in production. These 
firms include food product, beverage, tobacco, textile, and leather indus- 
tries. The report also points out that while industrialists’ expectations 

as to the evolution of the job market were borne out as regards job reduction, 
they were wrong with regard to the magnitude of the change. In all economic 
sectors, the rate of lay-offs was shown to be considerably higher than 
anticipated. Thus, for example, the rate of lay-offs for all industry turned 
out to be twice as high as what had been predicted by businessmen in November 
of last year. According to last year's predictions, the unemployment rate 
was expected to be 2.7 percent, while in fact unemployment reached 8.2 per- 
cent in the first six months. [Text] [San Jose LA REPUBLICA in Spanish 

8 Oct p 2] 9839 
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COUNTRY SECTION CUBA 


U.S. USE OF 'FORCE' IN CENTRAL AMERICA SCORED 
Havana VERDE OLIVO in Spanish 7 Oct 82 No 40 p 17 
[Commentary by Roberto Morejon: "Dangerous Springboard" } 


[Text] The use of force in Central America continues to be the United States' 
preferred method of influencing the course of events in its favor. 


Leading tools in the carrying out of the plan are the reactionary armies of El 
Salvador, Guatemala, and Honduras, which have assumed the roles given them by 
Washington with a view to spreading war throughout that region. 


The fact that Central America's current problems spring from social and economic 
injustice accumulated over decades is a truth ignored by members of Ronald Reagan's 
administration. It does not matter to them that prominent world political figures 
and thinkers point out to the Republicans the folly of the road they have taken. 


A resolution approved by the U.S. Senate--called the Symms Amendment--has caused 
a stir among observers and in a single stroke has dispelled the doubts some people 
still entertained about the United States' true objectives in Central America 

and the Caribbean. 


The amendment in question calls for Yankee troops to be sent to that region when- 
ever the Pentagon, the CIA, or President Reagan's close advisers consider it 
appropriate, which casts a shadow over the already meager prospects for solution 
of existing problems. 


Among the most heated conflicts is the war in El Salvador, where the fascist 
troops have suffered several defeats in recent weeks after having launched power- 
ful offensives against the guerrillas, using battalions specially trained at U.S. 
bases. 


Such setbacks are related to the constant increase in organization and firepower 
in the Farabundo Marti Front for National Liberation (FMLN). Moreover, they re- 
fute the propaganda campaign started by the Alvaro Magana regime to convince 
people that the insurgents have been wiped out. 


Now, the inability of the Salvadoran Army to win a final victory suggests to 


Reagan's advisers that the option of sending in the Marines should again be among 
the administration's priorities. 
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The president's aides also respect pressure from cammon citizens troubled by the 
continuation of the massacres in El Salvador. North Americans ask how long aid 
will be given to a government like Magana's, which carries out and allows mass 
murder. 


Faced with these alternatives, Washington is retaining the option of force, avoid- 
ing the avenue of negotiations proposed on numerous occasions by the FMLN and 
suggested again recently by Costa Rican President Luis Alberto Monge, according 

to press reports. 


The White House has adopted a similar stance regarding the conflict between 
Honduras and Nicaragua. It could easily be avoided if the military. economic. and 
moral support given by the United States to Roberto Suazo Cordova's regime were 
ended. 


Nothing is done to prevent the frequent counterrevolutionary attacks on Sandino's 
homeland launched from territory controlled by troops commanded by Gen Gustavo 
Alvarez, head of the armed forces, who distorts the facts, blaming the Managua 
government for the tension. 


Nicaragua's Junta of the Government of National Reconstruction and the FSLN 
[Sandinist National Liberation Front] have proposed talks at different levels and 
have spoken of the threat hanging over their territory. However, officials in 
Tegucigalpa and their North American sponsors have responded with complete 
indifference. 


If the Honduran Army, working with bands of former Somozist guardsmen, launched 
a large-scale attack south of their border--a likely prospect--Washington would 
be one of the parties directly responsible. 


In this and other situations, utilization of Gen Gustavo Alvarez' troops is al- 
ready becoming well known; the troops are always ready to move to places where 
Yankee expansionist plans are in danger. 


It is no secret that Honduran troops were also sent to El Salvador to support 
that nation's police in their extermination campaigns in the eastern part of the 
country. 


To insure logistic support for all units, funds have been channeled into military 
installations; and there are plans to enlarge three airports outside of Teguci- 
galpa, to open two bases on the Atlantic Coast, and to construct a naval base 

on Tiger Island. In this way, favorable conditions are being created for the 
possible presence of Yankee troops. 


As if all these steps weren't enough, the United States gave top priority to acti- 
vation of the so-called Central American Democratic Community, a subregional 

pact composed of El Salvador, Honduras, Costa Rica, and Guatemala and intended 

to faithfully carry out North American instructions. 


The White House is already using some of these countries' armies in repression of 
guerrilla movements in the region, the first step in escalation of warfare. 
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The basic goal of the Central American Democratic Community and of the plans for 
regionalization of the conflict is to destabilize the Nicaraguan revolutionary 
process, which is a reality that displeases many of those who nowadays have the 
power to make decisions or to influence the Republican administration. 


Dialog and negotiation without abandonment of principles are prudent solutions to 
the problems. They have thus been proposed by the FMLN and Nicaragua to prevent 
an outbreak of hostilities of incalculable scope and consequences. 


World solidarity can also help to halt the warmongering team headed by Reagan in 
its efforts to find, at all costs, a springboard enabling it to intervene with 
Marines in one, or perhaps several, Central American countries. 
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COUNTRY SECTION CUBA 


U. S. ACTIVITIES IN CENTRAL AMERICA CRITICIZED 
Havana VERDE OLIVO in Spanish 14 Oct 82, No 41, pp 14-15 


[Article by Elpidio Valdivia: "United States-Central America: Is the Trojan 
Horse Back?"] 


[Text] A communique from the Honduran Government, made public on 7 October, 
tried to deny that the United States planned to install a military base in 
that country to counteract the alleged "Cuban threat" in the region. 


Almost a month earlier, the top representative of Yankee policy on Honduran 
soil--Ambassador John Negroponte--publicly amnounced from Tegucigalpa that the 
construction work, remodeling and expansion of three military airports in this 
Central American country would begin this month. 


A little later, $21 million approved by the Reagan administration were handed 
over to the regime of President Roberto Suazo Cordova for these purposes. 


This allocation is not to improve the living conditions of the people or to 
find job sources--in short, to prop up the battered Honduran economy in any 
way. It permits the military to cmstruct or expand air bases in Mosquitia, 
a border region with Nicaragua, the department of Copan bordering El Salvador 
and Comayagua in the center of the country. 


In this precise place, a news story from Washingtm picked up by the AFP 
agency stated that $13 million of the $21 million allocated would be used to 
construct a military airport at a base called Pamerola. 


The trite official Honduran denial about construction of a base for U.S. use 
would have been more believable if it were not for the also official news of 
the U.S. military aid to the government of Suazo Cordova. 


The contradictory fact that Honduras does not need bases or expansion of ex- 
isting ones precisely because its air equipment operates and can continue to 
operate from the present airports would not elude any expert in military af- 
fairs or even the daily observer of the Central American situation. 


It also has the largest and most powerful air force in Central America with 
some 100 planes. 
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Only two options fit, according to the news sources. One, Honduras will re- 
ceive more improved airplanes in the future which require longer runways and 
modern bases. The other optim is that, in the short term, they can serve for 
deployment of U.S. air equipment. 


Either of the two possibilities is a clear sign of the systematic and acceler- 
ated process of support and rearmament of pro-U.S. regimes in the area, parti-~ 
cularly the Honduran Government. It is aimed at preventing any popular vic- 
tory in the region and creating the cmditions for armed actions against Ni- 
caragua, if the situatim arises. 


The representative of Reagan policy in Tegucigalpa said a few days ago that 
the United States will increase military aid to the Honduran regime "to pro- 
tect its sovereignty." At the same time, he denied that his country "is bring- 
ing an all-out arms race to Honduras." 


The unquestionable rise in the Honduran arms spiral is demonstrated by the 
$21 million for the renovation of the airports, another $10 million in mili- 
tary aid this year, about $15 million for the coming year plus other alloca- 
tions and sections that do not appear in the official aid program. 


Official statistics show that this Central American country is the second 
poorest in Latin America, after Haiti. Inflation reaches almost 40 percent 
per year and out of about 3.5 million inhabitants, 150,000 do not have jobs. 
In a press conference last 1 December to proclaim his victory in rigged elec- 
tions, President Suazo Cordova included in his first statements that he was 
going to strengthen the armed forces so that they were properly equipped. 


Col Ruben Montoya, commander of the Honduran Navy, publicly announced on 
12 August that two naval bases would be constructed in Puerto Castilla and 
Caratasca, the latter near the border with Nicaragua, "very soon" with U.S. 
aid. 


His words coincided with a visit by Adm Harry Train, commander of the U.S. At- 
lantic Fleet, who had come to Honduras "to give some advice and reconmmenda- 
tions and to admire its beautiful democracy." 


Very calmly, like Ambassador Negroponte, the admiral denied that his visit had 
any relationship with a possible increase in U.S. military aid to that country. 


Deeds rather than words help show with dazzling clarity the true U.S. inten- 
tions in Central America, particularly in Honduras. This country gave refuge 
to the Somozist troops that fled to that territory in front of the sweeping 
victory of the Sandinist revolution and has given every type of facility for 
their actions and those of other anti-Nicaraguan elements. 


In July, there were joint Honduran-U.S. maneuvers whose main objective was to 
insure the transfer of the Fifth Infantry Battalion based in Comayagua to per- 
manent installations under construction in Mocoron, department of Gracias a 
Dios, also near the Nicaraguan border. 
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The Honduran movements and plans under U.S. auspices could not be "accidental" 
when it is verified that an air base will be built near the Nicaraguan border 
and a naval base in the Atlantic area. Now a relocation of infantry units to 
the common border can be added to the other movements. 


Why so much deployment near Nicaraguan territory? If no one is threatening 
Honduras and if this is not the policy of the Sandinist government which is 
constantly attacked and harassed fran that neighboring territory as well as, 
to some degree, from Costa Rica, why such an obstinate effort by Washington 
to make that country the Israel of Central America, thus causing greater ten- 
sions and the development of an arms race? 


In September 1981, the newspaper THE NEW YORK TIMES reported that there were 
only 14 Yankee military advisers in Honduras. By the end of the year, there 
were 25 and already in March of this year they numbered about 100 and included 
the notorious "Green Berets." 


Recently Panamanian press media and political and social organizations have 
frequently denounced the increasing use of U.S. installatims in the so-called 
Canal Zone not oly for training the Honduran military but also for sending 
"advisers," equipment and other means. 


Two C-130 transport planes, two CH-47 helicopters and two UH-1H helicopters 
made many flights from there. They participated in the maneuvers to transfer 
a Honduran infantry battalion in July, according to press reports. 


In an interview on 1 April, the head of the Honduran Armed Forces, Gen Gustavo 
Alvarez Martinez, said without evasion or subterfuge that if there were no 
"other alternative to preserve the peace," his country was "in agreement with 
the United States, a friend, intervening militarily in Central America." 


Along with this prototype of the most reactionary Latin military institution 
in more than a century with unquestionable pro-Yankee positions, three impor- 
tant people in the regime reacted euphorically the next day when they learned 
of U.S. Senate approval of the so-called Symms Amendment that stipulates the 
possibility of the use of U.S. forces to solve the problems in the area. 


Congressional President Efrain Bu Giron, Minister of Defense Col Jose Serra 
Hernandez and Vice Minister Rodolfo Rosales Abella spoke out around that time 
in favor of sending U.S. soldiers to Central America. 


fidelity to Washington seemed so obvious, so submissive and so demonstrative 
of a crushed sovereignty that, 2 days later, an official ocmmunique explained 
that those statements "do not necessarily reflect the philosophy of the (Hon- 
duran) government." 


More than once Nicaragua has denounced this adventurous and aggressive Hon- 
duran policy that, following the dictates of its northern master, tries by 
any means to smother the Sandinist revolutionary process. Nicaragua has de- 
monstrated calmness, flexibility and maturity and has always shown its readi- 
ness for frank dialogue without preconditions in order to solve the problems 
with the Reagan government as well as with Suazo Cordova. 
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The evasion lies in the response or proposals to negotiate that are simply 
unacceptable. 


The Republican administratim--which shows a predilection in its policy toward 
Latin America to dust off old formulas like the Monroe Doctrine from the be- 
ginning of last century--perhaps views the Honduran regime as a possible paw, 
usable against the Central American peoples in the style of the Greeks and 
their mythical Trojan Horse. 


The imperialist strategy, however, ignores the fact that these peoples also 
know the lessons of history and formulas like this have failed in not very 
distant times like the Vietnam War. 


I 
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COUNTRY SECTION CUBA 


MILITARY FLASH EXERCISE DESCRIBED, ROSALES ATTENDS 
Havana VERDE OLIVO in Spanish 14 Oct 82, No 41, pp 89 
[Article by Jorge Luis Blanco] 


[Text] Troop command cannot be imagined today without the creative activity 
of the chief and the members of his general staff. They are required to have, 
as a basic trait, the skill to orient themselves quickly to the situation cre- 
ated and, based on this situation, to use the existing forces and means in the 
best way possible to carry out the combat mission. 


The better the chiefs master the military art and combat procedures, the more 
probability they have of achieving victory. It is no accident that consider- 
able time is devoted to this training in practical as well as theoretical 
classes. 


Flash exercises are one form of instructim used in tactical and operatimal 
training of chiefs, general staffs and officers in general. Recently we had 
the opportunity to witness an activity of this type in a large FAR unit. 


Flash exercises make it possible to verify or improve the habits and skills of 
the chiefs and officers concerning different aspects of troop command. They 
also train them in: quick and objective evaluation of camplex situations where 
there is no data or it is conflicting; quick, original and substantiated deci- 
sions; clear and concise presentation of missions to subordinates; and the 
graphic or written formulation of certain documents. 


This activity can also have the objective of overcoming problems detected in 
other forms of instruction like maneuvers or training. 


Army Gen A. Mayorov wrote: "/Flash exercises/ [in boldface] and group exer- 
cises are effective procedures for the instructio of officers. As a rule, 
they are carried out in the field with the use of communications equipment, 
representation of the troops themselves and an imitatim of the enemy." 


This type of exercise lasts for 2 to 6 hours and generally analyzes one or 
two study questions. They can also be done in the classroom. 


21 














Tstoep ayy jo sqoedse sezhTeue ovo] Tep SeTesoy SeSTTN UeD ATA 


‘esouTdsq uowey ue ATC Aq epew uo 


22 

















In the one we witnessed, the leader announced the situation created: a sur- 
prise attack by the "enemy" at a certain place in national territory. Then he 
established what questions the participants had to solve and the time available. 


The work began with the working maps. The chiefs and officers can only use 
certain consultation documents--tables, calculations, etc. 


The situation and nature of their own forces and enemy forces, the decision on 
how to carry out the missions assigned and the tactical and operational calcu- 
lations required are represented grapnically on those maps using conventional 
military symbols and the necessary annotations. 


Mastery of the map work is vitally important since it permits the chiefs and 
officers to make decisions long before departure to the field. This is very 
important because, in modern combat, there is not always enough time for re- 
connaissance of the battlefield. 


In short, correct knowledge of the rules and procedures for preparing and us- 
ing the working map verifies the training of the officers. 


As each participant finishes his work, the leader evaluates it and, at the 
same time, begins to take notes for his summary. He also selects those who 
will report on this work. 


During the activity we observed, the chiefs and the other participants quickly 
explained the mission, evaluated the situation and made the decisions. They 
demonstrated skill in the consecutive fulfillment of their work. 


Although the plan has one solution for the task presented, the participants 
can work out others during the exercise that the leader considers good in or- 
der to develop the personal initiative of subordinates. 


Last, there iS a summary, not only indicating the positive aspects but also 
the problems and ways to eliminate them. 


During the recent flash exercise, Div Gen Ulises Rosales del Toro, member of 
the Central Committee of the party, first alternate of the minister of the 

FAR and chief of staff, stated that the activity fulfilled the objectives. He 
also emphasized the importance for this form of instruction to be done system- 
atically at the different levels as an indispensable part of the correct pre- 
paration and training of chiefs, command organs and officers. 
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COUNTRY SECTION CUBA 


EASTERN ARMY UNIT AGAIN OPENS EMULATION PERIOD 
Havana VERDE OLIVO in Spanish 7 Oct 82 No 40 p 57 
[Dispatch by Veloz] 


[Text] For the second time in its history, Eastern Army Military Unit 3325 has 
received the flag honoring the unit opening the socialist emulation period. 


This time the highly valued reward was granted in recognition of meritorious 
Satisfaction of its obligations during the 1981-1982 training year. it is, in 
fact, an honor earned through self-sacrificing work and exemplary conduct sustain- 
ed throughout an entire training period by the unit's combatants and civilian 
workers. 


Among the most outstanding achievements in this collective victory is satisfactory 
completion, with a rating of 100 percent, of the Marxist-Leninist training and 
political training programs, with 85 percent attendance and a mark of "good." 


During that period, the unit was also characterized by overfulfillment of combat 
training plans, the high political/moral level of the combatants, improvement of ~ 
the equipment used in training, effective maintenance of combat gear and arma- 
ments, and successful fulfillment of all assigned missions, particularly excelling 
in combat firing exercises. 


The times required for mobilization and combat readiness were also reduced. This 
was demonstrated by the satisfactory results obtained in the exercises and drills, 
and in the High Command's observations and checks. 


The efforts devoted by this unit's combatants to improvement of living and working 
conditions as well as to increased cultural and recreational activity were also 
notable. 


During the ceremony, Lieutenant Colonel Naranjo Bermudez spoke for the members of 
the military collective being honored. He stated that it was the appropriate 
moment to confirm the determination of the unit's combatants to continue in the 
direction taken, working more vigorously to improve training of troops, care of 
gear and armaments, and compliance with FAR [Revolutionary Armed Forces] 
regulations. 
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Speaking at the close of the ceremony, Lt Col Miguel Angel Ortiz, from FAR 
Headquarters, stressed the active, conscious participation by all the unit's 


personnel in the struggle to meet its obligations. He also emphasized the van- 
guard role played by members of the Party and the UJC [Union of Young Communists], 
who were always among the first to complete missions assigned them. 


He said that victories like this do not simply involve a moral issue but also 

a need arising from the inviolable principle of defense of the Cuban Reyolution 
and of socialism; for fulfillment of an obligation like the one undertaken by the 
combatants in Military Unit 3325 is an important contribution co the country's 
defensive capability. 


In closing, he stated that this collective's achievements are an example of how 
the Eastern Army's combatants fully carry out the Party's and the commander in 

chief's instructions regarding the strengthening of defense in the face of the 

imperialist threat. 


The ceremony in which the flag was awarded was presided over by Lt Col Oscar Puig 
Cespedes, alternate member of the Party Central Committe and representative of 
the Army's chief for political work; and leaders and officers from the EMEO 
[expansion unknown] were also present. 
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COUNTRY SECTION CUBA 


U.S. FUNDING FOR ‘RADIO MARTI' CRITICIZED 
Havana DIRECT FROM CUBA in English No 287, 15 Aug 82 p 23 


[Text] Washington, Aug 12 (PL)--The House of Representatives voted in favour of 
funds requested by President Ronald Reagan for installing a radio station in- 
tended for broadcasting diversionist propaganda against the Cuban people. 


The House cast a 250-134 vote in favour of assigning seven million 500 thousand 
dollars for RADIO MARTI in the 1983 fiscal budget, which will be enforced next 
October 1, 


The aggressive, meddling intentions of the Washington government against the 
Cuban state and people through the installation of the radio station were made 
manifest when democratic representative Tom Harkin said that Pentagon officials 
had declared privately that "if Fidel Castro blocks the plant's broadcasts to 
Cuba, this will be an act of war and will come within the fight of the United 
States to extirpate surgically Cuban broadcasting stations." 


The draft law approved by the House of Representatives for the installing of 
RADIO MARTI now has to be ratified by the U.S. Senate, 


Democratic representative Timothy E. Wirth, who chairs a House Telecommunica- 
tions Subcommittee, expressed his opposition to the plan and warned that "this 
measure will provoke a very harmful electronic war." 


In his turn, democratic representative Henry B. Gonzalez, from Texas, said 
that a radio battle"will worsen U.S. relations with Cuba," 


"I'm very worried because I think that we're heading for an electronic or 
radial Bay of Pigs" said Gonzalez, when referring to the unsuccessful invasion 
of Cuba in 1961 sponsored by the U.S. Government, which was Washington's first 
big military defeat in the Western hemisphere, 


Gonzalez stated moreover that "this will make the United States the laughing 
stock of not only Latin America but the whole world." 
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COUNTRY SECTION CUBA 


GOVERNMENT POSITION ON TROOPS IN ANGOLA REVIEWED 
Havana DIRECT FROM CUBA in English No 287 pp 2-4 
[Article by Manuel Somoza] 


[Text] Havana, Aug 4 (PL)--The United States has tried to turn the presence of 
Cuban troops in Angola into a kind of obstacle which, according to the U.S., 
is hampering the political denouement of the Namibian problem. 


But in fact, the shackles around that issue are rooted precisely in Washington 
and Pretoria, and date back to long before the sending of Cuban troops to 
Angola at the request of the Luanda government. 


"The Angolans and the Cubans have agreements to evacuate gradually the Cuban 
troops in the space of time agreed upon by both countries, when the South 
African troops have pulled back from Namibia to the other side of the Orange 
river," reaffirmed president Fidel Castro very recently. 


This statement followed another similar one made by the Angolan authorities 
and ratifies the joint which both governments uphold, made public on February 4 
last year. 


Why then U.S. and South African insistence in linking the evacuation of the 
Cubans to the solution of the conflict created by Pretoria’s occupation of 
Namibia? 


The answer is simple and takes into account the interest of the apartheid re- 
gime and U.S. strategic interests, 


In 1975, the Angolans, aided by Cuba and other Socialist and African countries, 
almost paralyzed at the very gates of Luanda a powerful South African military 
offensive launched from Namibian territory and made irreversible the sovereign 
positions arisen in that zone with the debacle of Portuguese colonialism. 


Hence the consolidation of independence in Angola and Mozambique firstly, and 
the start of the sociopolitical process which then began in Zimbabwe became a 
serious headache for the South African racists. 


The present trend of the correlation of forces in the African Southern Cone, 
however, was and is not solely harmful for the apartheid regime. The United 
States, its chief ally, also sees its ambitions in the region limited. 
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Hence, Washington's support for Pretoria's military aggressions against Angola 
and the idea of creating a "provisional" government in the Angolan South under 
the leadership of mercenary leader Jonas Sivimbi U.S. attempts to destabilize 
the Mozambican government, terrorist actions in Zimbabwe, masterminded from 
Pretoria, and political and economic pressures on Tanzania, Zambia and Bots- 
wana, are directly related to that explosive climate on the border between 
Angola and Namibla. 


Right now a large-scale coordinated military, economic and diplomatic offen- 
sive is being undertaken against the progressive, independent states of the 
African Southern Cone, reason for which the alleged U.S. intention of achieving 
a simultaneous evacuation of the South Africans from Namibia and the Cubans 
from Angola is solely a manoeuver. 


The South African troops are in Namibia against African will--expressed by the 
OAU--and in violation of all the agreements adopted on the issue by the United 
Nations. The "South Africans, even if they should pull out of Namibia, can 
reach Angola's border within a matter of hours," recalled Fidel Castro. 


The Cubans--military and civilians--who are cooperating with the Angolans in 
defense and the building of an independent state are in the land of Agostinho 
Neto by express request of the Angolan Government. 


Therefore, it is logical that the Cuban military will return to their country 
only when the South African withdrawal should become effective and that coun- 
try should stop supporting the bands which are operating in the Southern zone 
and in other regions of Angola, and by agreement of the Cuban and Angolan 
governments. 


Washington wants to make world public opinion believe that Angolans and Cubans 
are a stumbling block to the independence of Namibia, and with that in mind 
is carrying out a vast publicity campaign. 


But there is no consensus within the ranks of the so-called Western Contact 
Group on Namibia, which is made up of the United States, Great Britain, 
Canada, Federal Germany and France, and in U.S. government sectors. 


It lacks seriousness to suppose that those who support the apartheid regime, 
and who beforehand went along with the British and Portuguese colonialists, 
should be interested in the independence of Namibia. 


Cuba is committed to the nations who support in Africa the independence postu- 
lates proclaimed by the OAU and which are upheld by the countries of the Front 
Line, like Angola, Mozambique, Zimbabwe and other states. And therefore, if 
the Cuban troops are an obstacle, it is not exactly to hamper the political 
outcome of the Namibian problem. 
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COUNTRY SECTION CUBA 





REPORTAGE ON AFRICAN STUDENTS IN COUNTRY 
Havana DIRECT FROM CUBA in English No 287, 15 Aug 82 pp 10-11 


[Text] Havana, Aug 7 (PL)--More than 10 thousand Africans will receive inter- 
mediate studies in 18 schools located [in] the Cuban municipy of the Isle of 
Youth, beginning next month. 


The students are from Ethiopia, Mozambique, Angola, Namibia, Peoples Republic 
of Congo, Ghana, Guinea-Bissau, Sao Tome y Principe, Saharan Arab Democratic 
Republic and from the African National Congress (ANC). 


Most of them are from Ethiopia, Mozambique and Angola (two thousand 400 from 
each country), amount which surpasses by the hundreds the number registered 
years before. 


600 students from Congo, Ghana and the Saharan Arab Democratic Republic, 
joining the one thousand 194 from Namibia, which all together make up the 
largest amount of African students to study in Cuba up to now, 


The Cuban Minister of Education told PRENSA LATINA that in this last course 
the current 16 schools of African students, located in the Isle of Youth, 
obtained high marks. 


The most outstanding schools were "September 25" (Mozambique) and "Leovigildo 
Ramirez" (Angola) with a promotion of 100 percent, 





The schools "21 of Sene" (Ethiopia) ,"President Samora Machel" and "Eduardo 
Mondlane" (Mozambique), "Sadyi Vieras Dias Mingas" (Angola) and "Hendrik 
Witbou" (Namibia), were also outstanding for they reached more than 98 per- 
cent. The "Hoyi Ha Henda" (Angola) reached the 99.68 percent. 


The Cuban educational officials expressed their satisfaction for the results 
obtained, specially in the schools with Angola students. 


The one thousand 805 Angolan students reached promotions between the 100 to 


98.45 percent, which the experts rated as the best results obtained in the 
history of these schools in Cuba. 


CSO: 3200/8 


29 














COUNTRY SECTION CUBA 


REPORTAGE ON VISITING FRIENDSHIP BRIGADE 
Havana BOHEMIA in Spanish 8 Oct 82 No 41 pp 42-43 
[Article by Augusto E. Benitez] 


[Text] If you, our readers, would like to know how a group of young 
students and workers usually spend their vacations, I invite you to 
continue reading this article. I can assure you in advance that you 

are not going to come across spectacular, rare events like the discovery 
of pithecanthropus. Yet you will be able to appreciate one of the many 
initiatives that the Union of Young Communists (UJC) has taken to boost 
production by and enhance the recreation and education of the younger 
generations. 


We will talk about the union's history, projects and initiatives during 
this real-life trip to the coastal mining town of Moa in Holguin. The 
calendar shows that summer is almost over. Time of departure: 12 midnight, 
with its customary darkness. We planned on sleeping peacefully during 

the trip. What a mistake in judgment. The late-model bus, filled with 
boys and girls between the ages of 15 and 20, sounded like an erupting 
volcano. You can imagine what the lengthy trip was like. 


The merrymaking, the dynamism, the witty jokes, the "trips" down the 
aisle, memories of past work excursions and the recollections that this 
guy is called this and that girl is called that. In a word, their work 
has brought them together and given some of them new names. 


One Chilean girl with beautiful light eyes and a fetching smile is called 
Nadia, Nadia Comanechi, in memory, perhaps, of the feats of the extra- 
ordinary Romanian gymnast who made such a name for herself at the Montreal 
Olympics. That's my deduction. I'm wrong. A quick look at her tells 

me that she does not practice this sport. Just so that I won't be too 
unfair and subjective, I ask Francisco Martin (Panchito), who heads 

the Brigade, why she is called Nadia. 


"First off I would tell you that nicknames are usually not used in the 
Youth Friendship Brigade. But sometimes they catch on. Jacqueline, 
which is her real name, was painting a wall on top of a scaffold once. 
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Suddenly we saw her falling and doing all sorts of pirouettes to avoid 
the unavoidable. She landed on the pavement. She soon got over her 
embarrassment, and her injuries required no more than Mercurochrome. 
The someone said: "She looked like Comanechi on the parallel bars." 
And the name stuck. 


I told him that such things happen frequently in a brotherly atmosphere 
like this, especially when you see the same faces every year devoting 
their days off to creative work. This is the sixth time that they are 
heading for a major social project. Of the many questions that I have 
on my list, I opt for the one on the brigade's history. 


Panchito, can you tell me how and why the Youth Friendship Brigade arose? 


"The initial idea arose among a group of student-teachers from the Pedagogical 
Detachment. Around that time, in July 1976, the young people on the 

citrus farm in Ceiba del Agua proposed getting together and heading 

off for 3 weeks to the mining and metallurgical region of Moa to work 

in construction during their vacations." 


We can deduce from his words that it was Soviet youth who inspired them 
to undertake this vanguard task. We know that the Komsomols [Leninist 
Communist Youth League] do similar work in remote spots and donate their 
group wages to the State to be invested for the good of the entire nation. 


We can see from the brigade's reports that on that first occasion just 

27 Cubans took part. Such importance was attached to the this method 

of contributing to the country's economic development that once their 

work was over, the Provincial Committee of the party in the former province 
of Oriente invited them to visit Santiago. The newspaper SIERRA MAESTRA 
published a letter from the brigade members in which, among other things, 
they pledged to go wherever the revolution told them to. 


There was a change in the brigade's makeup the following year. Young 
people from Chile, Uruguay, Guatemala, the Dominican Republic, Bolivia, 
Brazil, Argentina, the United States and Italy who were residing in 

Cuba asked to join. The brigade worked more than 8,000 hours and earned 
close to 4,500 pesos, all of which were handed over to help defray the 
costs of the 1l1Ith Festival of Youth and Students that was staged in 

Cuba in the summer of 1978. 


Nonetheless, the brigade members were seemingly not satisfied with this 
valuable contribution of theirs and decided to work 22 straight Sundays 

on the construction of the Ernesto "Che" Guevara Pioneers Palace, putting 
in more than 3,000 hours, which added to the time in Moa made a grand 
total of 11,213 hours. If to this we add the days and nights that the 
brigade spent helping the International Students Club, both during the 
preparations for and the activities of the ]]th Festival, we will see 

why it was one of the few youth groups that earned the right to elect 

a direct invitee to this outstanding international event. 
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Their enterprising spirit did not stop there. After the festival, the 
brigade once more headed for Moa, remaining there from 9 to 28 August 
1978. Many of them excelled as painters, mechanics aids, lift truck 
operators and in other jobs most of which were quite different from 
their regular work. 


"We should remember," Panchito stressed, ‘that the biggest promoters 
of the brigade initially were Carlos Alberto Tirado, Isauro, Alfredo, 
Rocio, Rita, Diana, Aissa, Margarita...Today there are many more names. 


"Our watchword has always been: discipline and productivity." 


In 1979 the youth work force visited the Rene Arcay cement factory in 
Mariel in the province of Havana. It was the first time that they were 
not in Moa. They worked on the expansion of this major industrial complex. 
The almost 7,000 pesos they earned in wages were all sent to the sister 
republic of Nicaragua, which had just recently toppled the Somoza-run 
tyranny that had been entrenched in power for close to 45 years. 


Proud of now possessing a banner that identified them, the brigade members 
headed off to do construction work on the glass container plant in Victoria 
de las Tunas the following summer. Their "check" was handed over to 

the province's youth as the first funds for the building of the Provincial 
Pioneers Palace. Amount: 5,000 pesos. 


"Over the last 2 years the brigade has worked on the Textile Complex 

in Santiago, where its contributions totaled some 2,000 pesos, and this 
time we're going to be working on the Machine Complex in Moa, one of 
the decisive projects for mining development. 


"I should point out that we get great satisfaction from helping out 
on something so important as the Machine Complex, which is scheduled 
to be completed next year. Among other things, it will produce spare 
parts for the nickel centers in northern Holguin Province." 


BOHEMIA reporters can now understand the reason for the brigade's hard- 
earned prestige and its growing number of members. They work from sunup 
to sunset. They practice sports, which is one of the ways to maintain 

a sound body. They dance and go camping. In a word, these youths give 
free rein to their energies in an organized way. All of their free 

time is filled up. 


Their economic contributions have not been insignificant. Over its 

7-year history the brigade has worked more than 45,000 hours, earning 
close to 25,000 pesos. But the most important thing has been the spirit 
of solidarity that has imbued its members. Above and beyond the numbers 
there is the living example of boys and girls, little more than teenagers, 
channeling their concerns and their joys towards a common goal: communist 
work, a banner for this and future generations. 
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CULTURE MINISTER DISCUSSES DEVELOPMENTS AT UNESCO 
Havana BOHEMIA in Spanish 17 Sep 82 No 38 pp 50-53 





Interview with Armando Hart Davalos, a member of the Politburo of the Central 

mmittee of the Cuban Communist Party and minister of culture, who underlines 
the chief results produced by the UNESCO conference, by Hugo Rius Blein; date 
and place not given] 


[Text] The need for waging and intensifying the battle against the power 
wielded by the transnational companies through the communications and culture 
media and the reaffirmation of the principle that culture bears e relation to 
the whole political, economic and social drama the world is going through, 
including the dangers that lie in wait for peace and the very preservation of 
mankind were without a doubt the hottest, most current and valid concerns 
raised at the World Conference on Cultural Policies that recently took place 
in Mexico, 


Deep concern and a denunciatory attitude prevailed among the immense majority 
of those attending the important conclave organized by UNESCO and inaugurated 
by Mexican President Jose Lopez Portillo, With the impressive attendance 
figure of 129 member states, representatives of the Holy See, five UN system 
organizations, 16 intergovernmental organizations and seven foundations, the 
great conference transpired in an atmosphere of lively, candid dialogue, in 
keeping with the complex international situation we are going through. 


The idea behind these meetings, which was given shape for the first time in 
venice in 1970 for the purpose of analyzing the preceding decade and planning 
the following one in the field of culture, has just been resumed in Mexico 
after several intermediate regional conferences such as, for example, the 
Latin American and Caribbean Conference held in Bogota in 1978, 


The fruit of the Anahuac Plateau forum is a declaration on cultural policies 
that with sufficient clarity describes the chief aspects of our contemporary 
drama and frequently formlates recommendations to undertake actions, We are 
well aware of the fact that solutions depend on the processes of change that 
occur in each country, but the documents produced by the conference have the 
merit of reflecting a growing worldwide awareness of the urgent problems of 
our time, 
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With the ink of the Mexico declaration not yet dry and our eyes fixed on the 
decade that began but a short time ago, BOHEMIA is initiating an interview 
with Cuban Minister of Culture Armando Hart, who headed the delegation to the 
conference from out country, for the purpose of gauging the scope of what hap- 
pened at it, 


[Question] Nobody seems to doubt that the phenomenon of the diffusion of 
ideas constitutes the cornerstone of every cultural policy event, Was this 
also the case with the Mexico conference? 


[Answer] I would like to stress the fact that, if it is not the most import- 
ant cultural problem, there is no other that surpasses it in importance be- 
cause the phenomenon of the diffusion of ideas and cultural diffusion has 
historically been related to cultural creation itself, If it is not made 
public, if it is not publicized, if information about it is net provided, the 
best work of art is like an inaccessible oil or gas well at the bottom of the 
Atlantic Ocean that we cannot get at, 





Since the invention of the printing press some 5 centuries ago, the world has 
been confronted with the challenge of mass propagation in cultural affairs, 
Today, with modern communications media on a national and international scale, 
the challenge of mass propagation has become more conspicuous, A key point 
in art and culture is the creator=public relationship and this may never be 
forgotten because there are times when a great deal of importance is attached 
to the creator and the public is forgotten, 


In a slave society, in feudal society, the public was limited to a minority 
social class and it was very easy to satisfy needs and tastes, Capitalism 
enlarged the public through commercial development, but converted art into a 
commodity, Today, the art of our time has to respond to the challenge of mass 
propagation and we must say that UNESCO, and in particular its director general 
M'Bow, has waged a praiseworthy battle with reference to the power exercised 
by the transnational companies in the communications and culture media, 


Imperialism exercises strong control over the mass commnications media through 
the press, radio, television, musical recordings, publications and the big 
transnational news companies, It controls all this and exerts pressure on our 
peoples, and one of the big battles that was fought in Mexico was to obtain 

a resolution that would at least describe the existence of this situation, 


In the deliberations engaged in and in the general declaration itself, a great 
deal of emphasis was laid on pointing out the situation that has been produced 
by appealing to those cultural industries that operate like a system for con- 
trolling the communications media, a situation that ignores the traditional 
values of the society, destroys the meaning of what the people have historical- 
ly created and gives rise to expectations and aspirations that do not corre- 
spond to the real needs of their development, 


[Question] Of course, this has a lot to do with the struggle to preserve cul- 
tural identity.... 
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[Answer] Through this whole technology we have referred to, imperialism 
exerts an influence that affects each people's cultural identity and the 
peoples of the Third World are very jealous of their history and cultural 
identity, because through these the character of a people, a nation, is ex- 
pressed, There is a problem of cultural identity in the face of the influence 
and scientific and pseudocultural dependence on the industrialized capitalist 
countries, one which was felt in a pronounced way at the Mexico conference 

and ended up being expresged in the final document as an issue that is intrin- 
sically linked with the liberation of peoples from any kind of domination, 


It's appropriate to note, however, that cultural identity does not mean cul- 
tural isolation, We support the principle that a country which isolates it- 
self from the rest of the world is a country which retrogresses, Therefore, 
there has to be a relation between the effects of cultural identity and the 

right to have relations with the rest of the countries, 


We ourselves have proclaimed Cuba's right to engage in relations with the en- 
tire world, including the United States, through cultural institutions, This 
is a practice based on the principle proposed by our Jose Marti: "Let the 
world graft itself onto our republics, but the trunk has to be our republics," 
We are a small country with a very universal culture made up of European and 
African elements, we belong to Latin America and, moreover, we are a socialist 
country in the western hemisphere, 


[Question] The problem of cultural democracy was a topic that was pretty well 
discussed, What is your opinion? 


bg ng? The imperialists talk a lot about democracy and present themselves 
as the defenders of the principle, Along with most of the countries present, 
we maintained — and this is how it was expressed in the final declaration — 
that democracy does not consist solely of the right of writers to write and 
artists to create — although this is no doubt an important point — but also 
the right of readers to read and of everyone to appreciate the works of art 
of the people, 


A world in which there are over 814 million illiterates can demonstrate that 
it is not enough for artists alone to have the right to freely create their 
art, but also for people to have the right to acquire such art and to read, 
and. to do so we have to launch literacy campaigns and improve the education 
of the masses so that as a result greater participation of the people in cul- 
tural activities may be favored, 


The imperialists have taken over certain watchwords, certain words, and pre- 
tend to appear to be democrats, They have also coined the term, Western cul- 
ture, but if we had to accept this concept, we would have to assert that the 
highpoint of Western culture is Marxist-Leninirm, which was not born in the 
East but in the West, 


Imperialist democracy is democracy for a minority, Socialism, on the other 
hand, is by its nature and essence the culminaticn of democracy, 
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[Question] Some currents of thought try to strip culture of any political, 
economic and social significance, However, the Mexico conference declared it~ 
self in favor of the other direction, 


[Answer] The Mexico declaration quite clearly established the principle that 
culture is connected with political, economic and social development and with 
the whole drama the world is going through, As for us, we want to dwell es- 
pecially on the consequences of this drama, because we have often heard 
speeches in which the speaker described the drama but did not go to the essence 
of the cultural crisis mankind was going through, one, as we said, whose back- 
ground is to be found in the crisis the world capitalist system is going through 
and in the opulence of a few and the misery of many, Consequently, we express- 
ed the need for political and social action aimed at producing social changes, 
The problem lies in the fact that the world needs radical changes in existing 
dependency systems and that such changes have not yet been produced to the ex- 
tent and with the depth that are required, 


Therefore, we stress the need for studying the significance of linking culture 
with economic and social development, which is equivalent to issuing a resound- 
ing no to all the idealist doctrines that speak of art for art's sake, 


It is important to understand how culture is a substantial component of econo=- 
mic and social development and in that direction we emphasize the speech Com 
rade Fidel made at the United Nations in which he said that the essential and 
ultimate objective of development is man, If we are objective, we have to — 
identify development with human beings, because one of the objectives raised 
by development is that great creation of man's, culture, which in the final 
analysis differentiates man from the animals, 


[ Question ] Was any coordination of the actions of the nonaligned countries 
produced? 


[Answer] Prior to the conference, a meeting was held in Havana, attended by 
42 nonaligned countries, for the purpose of coordinating actions in connection 
with the Mexico conference and we proposed a number of objectives that coincide 
with the program UNESCO had outlined, We went to Mexico to with the best in- 
tention initiate a dialogue in the most courteous and least offensive way pos= 
sible, but one in which truths would be spoken, We were interested in getting 
the conference to concentrate on the problems of the underdeveloped world, 


It suits the imperialists to a tee to have these conferences dwell on special- 
ized technical topics and tm s keep the discussions from revolving about the 
internal crisis of their systen, 


We realize that the industrialized capitalist countries are going through a 
cultural crisis and we realize that the cultural crisis is a consequence of 
the fact that they are incapable of intelligently relating — as Comrade Fidel 
said before the United Nations — to the underdeveloped world, The industri- 
alized capitalist countries, which have historically maintained a coionial re— 
lationship with the underdeveloped world, now have to face a large group of 
countries that have politically liberated themselves, to which they are in- 
capable of relating on an equal footing, 
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I think thet their cultural crisis stems from the fact that the world has be- 
come univexer: ond, in order for them to be universal, they have to relate to 
our countrie ~~ y have to involve themselves with Asia, Africa and Latin 
America and, iz inis principle is valid for the economy, it is valid for poli- 
tics and culture too, 


Something I want to point out is that Prance assumed a very interesting posi- 
tion, an attitude of rapprochement in the spirit of the proposal we had made 

to establish a new relationship between the industrialized capitalist countries 
and the Third World, With President Mitterrand France has begun to plan a 
different approach to these relations and in Mexico it was reflected in a very 
positive way by Minister of Culture Jacques lang, Equally deserving of mention 
is Greek Minister of Culture Melina Mercouri for her rapprochement with the 
Third World, 


Question] In what way did the capitalist cultural crisis manifest itself 
uring the course of the conference? 


[Answer] The United States has been practically isolated as one more conse- 
quence of the isolation Reagan's policy is leading to, because the trouble with 
the American President's current policy — and it was evident at this confe- 
rence — is that the people in his administration are incapable of engaging in 
a dialogue, don't know how to talk about, don't know how to discuss things, 
This government has, among other things, gotten all American intellectuals and 
those of the rest of the world, with the exception of a few who are against 
Reagan's policy, to unite, The only plan of a cultural nature that it has 
proposed is the celebrated Santa Fe Program — appropriately denounced by 
Volodia Teteilbom at a conference held in Havana — which is a fasoistic mono= 
logue that more and more isolates it from the Third World, Thus we see how 
it has clashed with Western Europe because of the gas pipeline, with the Arab 
world because of Palestine and with the whole world because of the control it 
exercises over the mass commmications media, 


At the conference, for example, a discussion arose over the resolution present- 
ed by Mexico, a country with great prestige and which was, furthermore, the 
host, in defense of emigrants’ rights, one which had the support of almost all 
the delegations, The American delegate, on the contrary, said that he could 
not support the proposal because in his country there are laws and regulations 
that would prevent it, In the United States, which is a country of emigrants 
and where there are so many ethnic minorities! The United States wasn't even 
ashamed enough to abstain or at least absent itself from the vote, It was in 
a minority and was trying to continue to act in its usual domineering way, It 
was also in a minority with regard to the resolutions on Palestine, against 
Zionism and in favor of Argentine sovereignty over the Falklands, 


[Question] It would appear that the majorities imposed the vote of the major 
ities,... 


[Answer] The industrialized capitalist countries wanted to have everything 
approved by a consensus, We radically opposed that position, arguing that we 
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had to first strive for unanimity but that, if there were no consensus, we 
would have to obtain the resolutions by majority votes, 


We addressed the foreign delegations and raised the point that the search for 
unanimity was the proper way of conducting any meeting, but that another way 
of doing so was to abide by the majority vote when there was no consensus, 

We recalled that 30 years ago the industrialized capitalist countries were in 
the majority, but that now they are in a minority and have to be civilized 
enovgh to abide by the majority opinion, 


[Question] Apparently, there was a certain amount of consistency in the Latin 
American positions, What factors contributed to this? 


[Answer] This is a very interesting point because each contingent elected 
three or four vice chairmen, according to the number of countries it represent 
ed, and Latin America elected Cuba among the four it was responsible for elect- 
ing, This certainly resulted in cohesion in terms of positions which the 
delegations from Argentina, Venezuela, Mexico and Cuba decisively contributed 
to, The Latin American group succeeded in gaining approval to convene a con- 
ference of ministers of culture from Iatin America and the Caribbean in 
Venezuela to commemorate the Bolivar bicentennial and we will there defend the 
dignity of culture against imperialism, 


I think that this consistency in terms of positions is due to the Falklands 
War, which has shaped the whole situation in Latin America, and, furthermore, 
to the isolation of Reagan's policy and its inability to engage in a dialogue, 


[Question] The Mexico conference proclaimed the role of culture in the strug- 
gle for peace, What is its practical significance? 


[Answer] As I put it one of my speeches, the notion of peace is central to 
man's thousands of years of culture and it ii the main topic of culture be- 
cause war is the negation of culture, and on behalf of this we mst send a 
message of peace to the peoples of the world, And on behalf of culture in- 
tellectuals mst unite to mobilize consciences in order to stop the arms race, 


The problem of peace is related to the opportunity to influence international 
public opinion and the masses of the industrialized countries through a few 
declarations, The peoples of Europe and America have already begun to effect 
vigorous popular movements, The big peace rallies conducted in different coun- 
tries in Western Europe and Japan and in the United States itself are an en- 
couraging sign, It is particularly necessary for us to succeed in influencing 
public opinion in the United States where, despite the existence of a govern- 
ment that has fascist ideas, the people preserve their democratic traditions, 

We cannot forget the importance the mass rallies that stirred up American public 
opinion during the war against Vietnam had, 


I think that meh can be contributed to the cause of peace thfough UNESCO and 
the international cultural media and I believe that, no matter how great an 
effort we make, it will still be too little when we consider the fact that the 
end of mankind through the irresponsibility of the imperialists is a possibility 
that we mst rule out at all costs, 


38 














Lwentiee When all is said and done, what is the truth about the Mexico con- 
erence? 


[Answer] This conference was a cultural defeat for the United States, It was 
a victory for UNESCO, which came out of it strengthened, It was a victory for 
Mexico, as the host country, as well as for the underdeveloped countries and 
the world's progressive and socialist countries, 


Now, one thing is certain, I believe that no one can imagine that ell the 
problems can be resolved at a conference; they can only be resolved through 
internal processes of change in each country, Yes, we mst follow up on all 
the resolutions that have been approved, see to it that they are carried out 
by way of clarifying matters and retum to them at all international cultural 
conferences, They will always serve as a tribune for expressing ideas, 
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MATANZAS FIRST SECRETARY DISCUSSES PROGRESS MADE 
Havana BOHEMIA in Spanish 17 Sep 82 No 38 pp 42—46 


[Report on interview with Esteban Lazo Hernandez, first secretary of the party 
in the province of Matanzas and an alternate member of the Central Committee, 
by Gregorio Hernandez; date and place not given] 


[Text] Since the revolutionary victory, the country has maintained a constant 
and sustained effort of development and economic and social growth, In the 
context of this national zeal, the province of Matanzas shows a balance of 
significant achievements which certainly grant it unique distinction, 


Under the watchword, "do more with less,” the sugar cane harvests in the pro- 
vince these past few years have been successful; farming, on both state and 
cooperative farms, shows a marked improvement; and industry is advancing hori- 
zontally and vertically, Similarly, a sustained effort is noticeable in the 
fields of education, health, cultural affairs, in short, in the population's 
standard of living, 


With these records to spur us on, we conducted an interview with Comrade 
Esteban Lazo Hernandez, first secretary in the province and an alternate member 
of the party Central Committee, We requested this encounter because behind 
these results lies without any doubt a tireless effort, an expression of the 
way our party works in the Matanzas area, 


It was not an office interview, that is, in the closed confines of an office, 
We made an extended tour of the operations in conjunction with other leaders, 
of the province's different agricultural, industrial and public installations, 
There were informal conversations with administrative staff and with workers, 
the achievements and difficulties that advanced or retarded activities at each 
site visited were examined, Recommendations and acknowledgments were made: 
Demands were made; actions were verified; tenacity in the effective handling 
of matters of economic and social interest was applauded; lukewam efforts that 
might spoil the hard work that was being expended were criticized,,, in short, 
a way of working the fruit of which is the progressive results that have ac- 
cumulated, 


Naturally, our first question revolved about this topic and we asked whether 
this way of working is a rule that governs the party's handling of affairs at 
all levels in the province, We did not have to wait for an answer, 
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"One line of action that has prevailed in the province for many years," Lazo 
said, “one that enables party leaders to keep themselves informed about the 
problems that affect economic and social development, and therefore the workers 
and the entire population of Matanzas, is close association with the masses, 


as part of the Leninist way of doing things, 


"We place great value on the opinions of the party rank-and-file organizations, 
the municipal committees and the data the rank-and-file organizations submit, 
We also place a lot of faith in the opinions voiced by the worker masses, the 
students, union members, CDR [Committees for the Defense of the Revolution] 
members, everyone, 










"We try to see to it that our style is dynamic, and when I say dynamic I mean 
that it is very closely associated with the specific problems that arise at 
every one of our workplaces, We members of the Provincial Committee constantly 
visit cane-cutting brigades, factories anc different workplaces for the purpose 
of maintaining direct contact with the masses, 













"We extend the same attention to the Young Communists, of whom there are already 
over 32,000 in the province, 26 percent of them workers," 





After this vital point regarding the party effort, the subject we had to im 
mediately tackle was the one concerning preparations for the next cane harvest, 
Interest was centered about planting and clearing in the province's cane-grow- 


ing areas, 


We had previously visited the La Demajagua pioneer camp, embedded in the 
Yumira municipality and which had just been opened, as well as the Matanzas 
Genetic Project and the town of Triunvirato where we received interesting in- 
formation on the great leaps made in dairy production and genetic improvement 
through the crossbreeding of Holstein and Cebu cattle, figuring among the re- 
sults of which was the creation of a second generation of native cattle called 
"Mambis," 























"last year may be considered to have been one of the best as far as cane ope=- 
rations in the province are concerned, This year the spring quota was 1,204 

caballerias [1 caballeria = 33,2 acres] and 1,507 were planted, that is, 303 

caballerias over the quota, 


"Te workers whe operate the machines made an extraordinary effort in respond- 
ing positively to the appeal made to them to try to gain time starting out with 
adverse weather conditions, 


"And, furthermore, a strategy that we had been employing for several years and 
which we had succeeded in perfecting is one in which three cane-growing enter- 
prises plant a considerably large, but lowland area, This is the case with 
Los Arabos, Mexico, Sergio Gonzalez and also 6 de Agosto, which practically 
succeeded in breaking up the soil in all their fields to the extent of the 
spring as well as the winter quotas before the rains came, Today, we may say 
that these enterprises have filled their quotas for the year, This is an im 
portant achievement in terms of the province's cane operations, one which re- 
sulted in exceeding the quota by a little more than 300 caballerias,* 











[Question] What are the results so far as concems clearing the fields? 


[Answer] This year we succeeded in clearing almost 14,000 caballerias with the 
use of machines, We had never had so moh success before, since the year be- 
fore we cleared 11,000, As far as manual clearing is concerned, last year, 
which was one of the most outstanding years, we ended up with about 13,000 
caballerias, This year, however, we had about 15,000 in July, We succeeded 
in preparing 10,000 this year for deep cultivation, that is, nine times more 
than last year when we prepared a little over 1,000 caballerias, 


We used 50 percent less herbicides than last year, That is, we have followed 
a policy of strict economy, Although, actually, in some cases we might have 
added a little more, thus eliminating some areas overgrown with weeds, To be 
sure, the way it rained prevented us from succeeding in effectively applying 
herbicides, since it is not a matter of unnecessarily spraying with this pro=- 
duct, but of using it where it's really needed, I think that, given the oli- 
mate and our rainfall pattern, it is impossible to say that we are "free of 
weeds" because there will always be some, which is why we speak only of eli- 
minating heavily and moderately heavy weeded areas, 


Despite the unstable weather, we succeeded in spraying 18,000 caballerias of 
cane in the first half of the year, a figure that easily exceeds the one we 
had attained the year before, We also completed the raised bed planting pro=- 
gram we had launched, 


Combined with this, we have continued working toward this winter's quota, The 
machine operators have already moved over 800 caballerias more than the 300 
they completed in excess of the spring quota, As for the replanting program, 
we still have enterprises at which the cane stock is not as good as it ought 

to be, In this domain we still suffer from shortcomings in some areas, but 

the evaluation we have made of the results of the first 6 months is that every- 
thing pertaining to cane operations in the province has been good, 


[Question] So what can you tell us about the next cane harvest? 


[Answer] We must acknowledge the serious and responsible effort the province's 
cane workers have made in response to our commander in chief Fidel Castro's 
appeal regarding the need for increasing the volume of cane planted for the 
next harvest, which will also be a big one and, furthermore, must be the big- 
gest possible harvest due to the adverse economic conditions the country is 
faced with at the present time, 


From the Genetic Group we went on to visit the camping base on the banks of 
the Canimar River, where we admired the natural beauty of the region and the 
facilities set up there for the enjoyment of the tourists, 


A recess and then in the afternoon we were welcomed by the board of directors 
of the Arturo Suarez Cane Cooperative, which is headed by Comrade luis Matheu, 
an alternate member of the Central Committee, Comrade Augusto Barcena, first 
secretary of the party in the municipality of Jovellanos, was also present, 
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And in the context of this encounter, which included a tour of various comfort- 
able cooperative housing units, we asked: 


[ Question ] Summing up, what can you tell us about the cooperativist movement 
in Matanzas? 


[Answer] Since the Sixth ANAP [National Association of Small Farmers] Congress, 
our province has received the Sixth Congress Banner from the hands of the com 
mander in chief for having been up to then the province with the highest per- 
centage of cooperativized land, Over 4,500 caballerias of farmers’ Jand, rep- 
resenting 57 percent of the total, have been integrated into cooperatives, 
Seven of them have obtained yields of over 100,000 arrobas [1 arroba = 25 
pounds] per caballeria, This is an important achievement and to it we mst 

add the farmers’ attitude and determination, 


We had not by a long shot exhausted the subject of farming in Matanzas, but 
lack of space forced us to tackle others of significant relevance, such as is 
the case with economic efficiency in general, Therefore, we asked how this 
issue was being dealt with in the work of the party, 





[Answer] Since last year, our province has set itself the task of reducing 
costs, The line the party followed was to meet production quotas, increase 
productivity and lower costs, It was proposed that these costs be reduced by 
40 million pesos distributed among all the enterprises, We did not attain 
that figure, but we did cut them by 25 million, It was a job done by each 
enterprise among those that had set themselves this goal, Each party cell and 
union local in factories and places of business checked on and supervised the 
execution of the plan, 





Given last year's results, the province launched the watchword, “do more with 
less," setting itself the task of cutting costs by 3 centavos for every peso, 
which was also matched by a drop in wages of 1 centavo for every peso, 


Within the scope of this task of doing more with less, there are certain sectors 
of the economy that may not be able to economize by 3 centavos, butythey will 
find themselves forced to be more efficient, An example would be the farm 
enterprises, whose job would be to increase crop yields, During the first half 
of the year we have already seen the results, as, for example, with the potato 
crop, which produced the biggest harvest in the history of the province, De- 
spite weather conditions, in the dairy farming sector the 6-month milk=-produc- 
tion quota was surpassed, 


Moreover, there was a direct reduction in expenses through savings in electri- 
city and fuel, To accomplish this, committees based on a specific plan were 
created in the province, municipalities and at workplaces, These committees 
were only recently created, which is why we cannot yet talk of results, but it 
is a very big movement at workplaces, 


Specifically with regard to fuels, provincial-level organizations made their 
adjustments, cutting back on fuel quotas to the enterprises, thus forcing the 
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latter to reduce consumption aside from the effort each of them may expend to 
make optimal use of their resouces, 


Despite the difficulties the country is facing, from which our province is not 
exempt, the economic plan was carried out during the first half of the year, 
although there are several enterprises, especially naticnal ones, that have 
been affected by [shortages of] raw materials, Not only was the plan carried 
out, but there was an increase in yield in comparison with the same period last 
year, 


Several indicators demonstrate this, The overall quota was met by 102 percent 
during the 6—month period, representing an increase of 7,4 percent in comparison 
with last year, In terms of productivity the figure was 101.4 percent, that 

is, there was also an increase here, 


The sugar cane harvest was very good, but there are other important sectors of 
the economy in which quotas were exceeded, Quotas for the sale of goods itself, 
which is much influenced by local production volumes, were met by 104,9 per- 
cent, representing an inorease of 12 percent in comparison with the same period 
[last year], 


We have just awarded certificates to those enterprises that filled their quotas 
during the first half, Meetings held for the awards are made use of to estab- 
lish pledges for a more efficient plan during the second half of the year, 


[ Question ] And what is the province planning as regards an increase in export— 
able items? 


[ Answer | The party and the government keep tabs on this activity, The province 
had planned a production volume of exportable items of 142.5 million pesos for 
the first half and we actually achieved a figure of 143,2 million, which meant 
an increase of 19,1 percent over that of last year, 


Aside from sugar, quotas for the basic export items, like honey, essential oils, 
different kinds of molasses, citrus fruits, rope and cord, etc,, are being 
filled, The quota for stocks of citrus fruits was met by 107.9 percent and in 
comparison with last year there has been an export growth of 373 percent, 


4 entveng, Does the province have a good credit balance as far as savings bank 
activity is concerned? 


[ Answer ] During the past year we created a network of savings banks, Combined 
with other factors, this has led to a big increase in savings accounts, especi- 
ally when workers are granted incentive bonuses, at the cooperatives when they 
liquidate stocks, at the farm enterprises, etc, We have actually achieved in- 
creases totaling over 12 million pesos, 


Another line of development we are working on is to get local plants to produce 
househoid and handcrafted articles using industrial waste and to encourage then, 
in connection with this, to manufacture anything they can; and we have highly 
profited from this policy, although there is still much to be done, 
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In the food industry too, we are planning to increase production of a number 
of products which sometimes arenot sold, but which could be supplied for the 
public with a greater effort, Combined with the handling of our restaurants, 
these products, which should be in greater supply and better managed, have suc- 
ceeded in keeping the province's finances fairly stable, 


[Question] And with regard to the operation of People's Government organs? 


[Answer] Since last year, we have been complying with the Second Party Congress 
resolution and the directives of the Secretariat pertaining to improvement of 
the organs of the People's Government, directives that must be realized through 
better administration of its local governments and better functioning of its 
assemblies so that the issues raised in them will more and more be those of 
interest to the local populations, The People's Government has been making 
progress in terms of the results of its administrative measures, which are far 
superior to those of prior years, although this does not mean that this pro- 
gress has been completely successful, 





Compared with the rest of the country, we can through a number of indicators 
see the standard of living we have achieved, Overall results in education, 
health, sports, trade, etc, show this to be the case, This was the only pro- 
vince whose farm enterprises showed profits, 


The subject of education has become an issue of immediate interest for the first 
secretary of the party in Matanzas, 


We rate the academic year that has just come to an end as the best in the entire 
history of the province, Primary education finished with a graduate figure of 
95.4 percent; in urban basic secondary education, which was our Achilles’ heel 
last year, we finished with a figure of 94,7 percent; our ESBEC [Basic Second- 
ary Farm School ] programs continue to advance with 96,4 percents the IPUEC [Pre- 
university Farming and Academic Institutes] finished with 93.9 percent and the 
urban preuniversity institutes with 95.5 percent, 


We mst say that the student retention rate, which is another index of effi- 
ciency, was above that of last year, The year wac in general stable; there 
wasn't mich turnover in the administrative staffs of the schools, 


One of the areas in which we have to continue making undismayed progress is in 
striving for quality in education since, as we are aware, there is no limit to 
quality, All of our staff personnel are ready to meet the challenge of both 
those children who are enrolled in classes for the first time and those who 
have graduated from the sixth and ninth grades, The teaching staff problem, 
that is, what we may need in the way of teachers, has been resolved for each of 
the educational levels, Our vital problem teaching materials, has essentially 
been resolved, 


The structures of our pioneer, student, union and administrative organizations 
for each academic level are being readied and we expect 1982-1983 to be a better 
year than 1981-1982, 
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[Question] What is there of interest in the field of culture? 


[Answer] Our province has set itself to work to c eate all the material con- 
ditions for developing a mass culture, We have 14 mmicipalities, we have to 
create 140 basic ultural facilities, 10 for each municipality, and we have 
already officialized 150 of them, We have high-quality museums, as demonstrated 
by the fact that we have met the quota for visitors, Amateur movements, both 
worker and student, have achieved satisfactory results, 





We are the second province in the country in terms of number of professional 
cultural workers and, with regard to this, we can list some of its institutions, 
like the symphony orchestra, the Dramatic Theater Group, the Matanzas Lyric 
Poetry Group, the Folklore Group, etc, We also have a performers’ enterprise 
which has approximately 600 members, enabling them to provide cultural services 
for all the municipalities and having access to the province itself as a source 
of talent, 


[Question] The basic standard of living index is health, How is this service 
coming along in the province? 


[Answer] There are 903 doctors in Matanzas, which is equivalent to 16 for 
every 10,000 inhabitants, that is, one for every 625, Until May the total 
number of specialists came to 428, while in dentistry it is 4,4 dentists for 
every 10,000 inhabitants, the equivalent of one for every 2,295, In hospitals 
there are 1,363 professional nurses and nurse's aides, representing 24,13 for 
every 10,000 inhabitants, 


The province has 2,268 beds, which means a ratio of four beds for every 1,000 
inhabitants, Increases are being effected through expansion at the Surgical 
Clinic Provincial Hospital and at those in Jovellanos, Jaguey Grande and at the 
Coliseo Psychiatric Hospital, The planned construction of a provincial hos- 
pital in El Naranjal will mean an increase of 600 beds, 


As concerns the mortality rate for infants under 1 year of age, in the province 
of Matanzas an average rate of 12,3 for every 1,000 live births was recorded, 
In 1981 the rate was 15,1, 





There are two municipalities with very dissimilar characteristics: Varadero 
and Cienaga de Zapata, which had no deaths of infants under 1 year of age 
during the first half of 1982, As concerns 1982, Marti's rate has dropped to 
6.1, Perico's has also dropped, to 5,2, 


Furthermore, 18 doctors are dedicating themselves to teaching, the bulk of them, 
13, being those who lend their assistance at the ESBEC in the municipality of 
Jaguey Grande, Also, 163 nurses provide their services at schools, 95 of them 


in Jaguey, 


In summary, let it suffice for us to say that in 1981 1,775 million consulta- 
tions were given in the province's polyclinics. 


11, 466 
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COUNTRY SECTION CUBA 


SNTC-FAR WORKERS HONORED FOR CANE HARVEST ACTIVITIES 
Havana VERDE OLIVO in Spanish 7 Oct 82 No 40 p 55 
[Article by Luis Lopez] 


[Text] We are talking, of course, about the cane cutters in the Fabric Aguilar 
Noriega Brigade, belonging to the SNTC-FAR [FAR Civilian Workers Union], who have 
made a commitment to cut 6 million arrobas* of cane in the next harvest. 


The ceremony held in the FAR's Central House was for them. Its purpose was to 
honor these machete-men, who, in the last harvest, met their commitment to cut 
4 million arrobas of cane as well as to make a count of what they had done and 
report the brigade's commitment for the next cane harvest. 


Honored guests included Jose A. Roque, secretary general of the Far Civilian 
Workers Union; Col Victor Bernal Leon, chief of the political section of the 
EMI [expansion unknown]; national leaders of the union, and heads of FAR units. ~ 


The report about the work accomplished in the last harvest was read by Jose A. 
Gutierrez Penaranda, who described the brigade's achievements in the 1981-1982 
campaign, with respect to both quantity and quality. 


He indicated that for this harvest the collective will be joined by highly produc- 
tive cane cutters chosen from the different commands. He also noted that it is 
necessary to practice greater discipline during cutting and to meet daily goals. 


The union leader offered a critical analysis of the deficiencies observed during 
the previous harvest and recommended to sectoral groups and units that this time 
they pay considerably more attention to the cane cutters. Finally, he stressed 
the concern shown by the Quivican cane district, belonging to the Pablo Noriega 
sugar mill, about the brigade, which influenced the outcome of the cutting and 
the final commitment. 


Commitment for the Next Harvest 
"We are issuing a call to all union leaders, to local, sectoral, and provincial 


sections of our union, to appear on 2 December, FAR Day, with all the union's 
commitments met," Roque, the SNTC-FAR secretary general, said in closing. 





*Translator's note: About 25 lb, varying from one country to another. 
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He called for a major effort between now and that date to improve the trocps' 
living and working and recreational conditions. 


In expectation of that honored date, the union leader asked that the workers 
create-~as our Revolutionary Armed Forces deserve--an entire movement around 
those objectives and do whatever voluntary work is needed to obtain real results. 


Regarding the Fabric Aguilar Noriega Brigade's work for this year, Roque said 
that attaining 6 million arrobas of cane is everyone's goal and their commitment 
to the Revolution. The workers' combative spirit will be manifested in it. 


For this to occur, he said, the sectoral units and military commands must sub- 
stantially improve their support of the brigade and commit themselves to help 
it in every regard. 


He called upon the workers to reach 1 million arrobas first so that the flag mark- 
ing that could share the place of honor with the flag for 4 million arrobas, which 
was given to Gen of the Army Raul Castro and exhibited in the center of the 

Combat History Room of the Gen Maximo Gomez FAR Academy. 


"This gesture demonstrates how highly the Ministry of the Armed Forces values the 
work you are doing as well as giving recognition by the FAR of your meritorious 
labor in the cane fields. We congratulate you on behalf of our union and the 
chief of the FAR's Central Political Directorate." 


There Are Men Here to Do It 


During the ceremony, certificates of recognition were given to a group of comrades 
belonging to the brigade who were the best cane cutters during the last harvest. 


One of them was Isaac Buides Cabrera, with whom we spoke briefly while he shared 
his happiness with his comrades. 


“We're very, very sure of cutting 6 million arrobas of cane during this harvest. 

I say that because I see good organization from the outset. Experienced comrades 
are joining the brigade, which will make it possible to carry out this contribu- 

tion by the FAR to our economy. 


"Our commitment is fair and objective. For example, 80 percent of the attendance 
in the field can be achieved with organization and discipline; and if there's 
that, we also will fulfill the cutting and delivery plan. As for emulation, I 
have faith that it'll work, for you've got to see the enthusiasm we all have, the 
spirit that exists in the collective. This will be our best harvest." 


9085 
CSO: 3248/136 
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COUNTRY SECTION CUBA 


AGRICULTURAL ENGINEERS GRADUATION CEREMONY REPORTED 
Havana VERDE OLIVO in Spanish 7 Oct 82 No 40 p 56 
[Dispatch by Ruben Fonseca] 


[Text] A large group of agricultural engineers who recently completed their 
studies at the Higher Institute of Agricultural and Animal Sciences of Havana 
[ISCAH] has: received the rank of lieutenant in the reserve of our Revolutionary 
Armed Forces at that institution. 


The course in military training was given to the graduates by the ISCAH Military 
Department during the years that they were studying different areas of agricul- 
tural and animal sciences. They will immediately join military units, where they 
will actually take command of troops. 


At the close of the ceremony, Lt Col Juan Francisco Pimienta spoke. He said, 
"For several years, these graduating classes have made a greater contribution to 
our country because a large number of graduates in higher education also receive 
the rank of officer in the reserve of our FAR [Revolutionary Armed Forces], which 
reaffirms the primary mission declared by our commander in chief: to prepare our- 
selves for production and for defense." 


He also stated that the socialist fatherland has always depended on economic, 
political, military, and moral potential and that the Revolutionary Armed Forces 
are the chief bulwark against aggression. As a result, he noted, it is readily 
understandable that the effectiveness of fulfillment of the tasks required fer 
insuring the defense of socialism in our fatherland depends in large measure on 
the quality of our leadership cadre and officers in charge at the different lewels 
of our FAR. 


He then congratulated the graduates on behalf of the Western Army's command staff 
and wished them success in future missions. 


Present at the ceremony were Brig Gen Lorenzo Garcia Frias, representing the 
Western Army's chief of combat training; Dr Efrain Abreu Heredia, rector of the 
ISCAH; the first secretary of the Union of Young Communists in the municipality 
of San Jose; and officers and represenatives of mass organizations. 


9085 
CSO: 3248/136 
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COUNTRY SECTION CUBA 


REASONS FOR VILLA CLARA'S ECONOMIC REBOUND NOTED 
Havana BOHEMIA in Spanish 8 Oct 82 No 41 pp 44-49 


[Article by Alberto Pozo on interview with the first secretary of the 
party in Villa Clara, Raul Rodriguez] 


[Text] Why? This is the question that children always ask us no sooner 
have they learned to speak, and when we answer them, there is always 
another doubt that brings another "Why?" in an endless string that 
eventually exasperates us. This is a reflection of a human being's 
eagerness to know, to understand the things around him. 


Why? is the question that was going around in our head about Villa Clara. 
Why had this province been able to make such a sharp turnaround that 

by the close of the last sugar harvest it was acknowledged as the country's 
most efficient? 


Yet, in 1978, when we made an unusual trip there to report on the heavy 
rains that had made for a critical situation, we came to know a hardworking 
people who wanted to surmount their difficulties and officials who were 
full of determination and not devoid of know-how. 


As journalists, we were always anxious to find out the reason for the 
contrast between good intentions and poor results. But it was not ‘just 
the sugar harvest; it was the other activities as well. The prospects 
on the whole were not promising. 


We suddenly began to realize that something positive was taking 
place there now, not just in the sugar harvest but in Villa Clara's 
performance on the whole. 


What were the changes? The mass media told about some of them: 


--The country's most efficient provincial sugar harvest in 1982 (breaking 
the all-time 1970 record in half the time and with much less manpower 
and materials). 


--Third place at the Sixth ANAP [National Association of Small Farmers] 
Congress. 
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--Among the leaders in the movement for efficient farm machinery. 


--In the coffee industry the province's Jibacoa enterprise recorded 
the highest yields in the country and does good work in general. 


--The same in the tobacco industry. 


--First place during the last checkup on the port-transportat ion-domestic 
economy chain. 


--Work on the central railway is completed, except for the minor tasks 
that are being left for a subsequent period nationwide. 


--The National Highway, mostly completed. 
--First place in the FMC [Cuban Federation of Women]. 
Why? 


We turned for an answer to the party's first secretary in Villa Clara, 
Comrade Raul Rodriguez. 


An experienced man from his political work in the FAR, for many years 
the second secretary of the party's Provincial Committee in Havana, 
a man of worker roots who has lived 50 intense years, he hurled back 
a reply and in passing gave us a lesson in basic social psychology: 





"Look into all of the factors and then we'll get together." 


And that's what we did. We interviewed many organization leaders but 
we also asked the people in informal conversations, always indirectly 
so that they could not prepare an answer. 


From the findings of our investigation we developed a very clear-cut 
theory. Thus, when we met again with Raul Rodriguez, our first quesiton 
was: 

What work method has the province followed? 

"The only one possible: the one outlined by the party." 

But what specifically is this method? It's worthwhile repeating. 

"Look, when 1 got to the province in early 1980, Fidel emphasized the 
main lines to me. I think that if I repeat them to you, you'll be able 
to achieve your goal: to have everyone readily understand the party's 


work method." 


Thank you for being so good as to do that. 
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"Fidel told me: First comes the constant, direct ties with the masses, 
with their problems. Of course you have to study the reports and debate 
the issues at meetings, but the core of the work method is to head off 
problems where they arise, to visit work places, get in touch with the 
people, get to know the situations first hand. Everything else, the 
messages, the documents, etc, is complementary. The core is direct 
contact with the problems in the field." 


We saw this during the torrential rains in the western provinces. 
There was Fidel in the downpour... 


"He is the teacher, and we have to learn from and follow him. And 
secondly, and this does not mean that it must be any less part and 
parcel of a leader, there are the qualities of austerity, modesty, 
simplicity, exemplariness and being demanding of oneself. 


"I was telling you that Fidel gave us these guidelines and emphasized 
strongly to us that we had to support the country's institutionalization 
process, to see to it that each organization fulfilled its role and 
performed its task. Whoever is supposed to run something should run 

it. The party's work should aim at fulfilling this requirement, at 
supporting, but not supplanting." 


(Let me mention here an anecdote from our first contact. Comrade Raul 
told us that when the party takes over an administrator's task and 
shortcomings arise, the administrator merely says: "I followed the 

party's guidelines...I admit that I am also responsible." But deep 

down he feels free of and shielded from liability. He could not be called 
in to render a full account because it was not his responsibility, 
right? This is a distortion that harms our economy.) 


"This business of each group playing its role applies to the UJC [Union 

of Young Communists] and the mass organizations, Raul continued. "The 
party can strengthen, not supplant the role that each must fulfill, 

and it can subsequently call them to account, with any sort of paternalism." 


And what about the People's Government? 

"This was Fidel's fourth point, to put them in an order. This is our 

organ of government. Therefore, it has to achieve greater efficiency . 
in its operations. Not only must it perform its local functions ut 

it must also exercise due control over the nationally run enterprises 

that are located in the territory." 

Do others understand this principle? the reporter asked. 


"We've had to discuss it quite a bit, but it's sinking in." 


The newsman pauses and carefully writes this down. 
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"Another important aspect," Raul points out, “is to systematically 
monitor the personnel policy that the party congresses have outlined, 
so that it is properly applied. The selection, training and thorough 
preparation of personnel." 


Thus, personnel work methods must reflect this policy. As the demands 
are made, the system spreads, as always happens. 


The word "demand" that we have mentioned is one of the key facets of 

the party's work method. The Political Bureau's guidelines speak of 
all-out, but not irrational demands, uncompromising demands. Understanding 
the problems, but not accepting excuses. 


How is the party's work method refined in the rank-and-file organizations? 


"We have to work on strengthening the rank-and-file organizations, 

which is what the party is doing. In recent years there has been sharp 
growth in the party's ranks, with an improvement of the social makeup 

from the standpoint of the place that each comrade occupies in production 
and teaching. These greater numbers guarantee greater influence for 

the party because it is present in more places. This is being complemented 
by intensive training of party members so that they are in a position 

to exercise more authority in the work place. This has enabled the 

party to play a more active role, through its activists and rank-and- 

file organizations, in each work activity. 


"We think that this working method has done fine. We've had our difficulties 
though In some places there has been more progress, in others less, 
just as in life." 


But what about the sugar harvest, the backbone of our economy? Haven't 
there been some exceptional measures here? the reporter asks. 


"We should think back to Fidel's closing speech on 24 October 1980 at 
the 16th Sugar Congress, in which he analyzed the the situation caused 
by the cane 'rust' and outlined the policy for replacing the affected 
cane-growing areas. 


"Fidel said that we had to bolster the authority of the Ministry of 

the Sugar Industry (MINAZ) in running the sugar harvest. In other 
words, the party had to see to it that the MINAZ assumed and discharged 
its responsibility for running the sugar harvest. 


"In other words, the MINAZ has to be in charge. The party has to be 
the monitor and make the demands so that the MINAZ plan is carried 

out, while mobilizing all complementary factors that contribute to 

the harvest's success. It is up to the party to coordinate all efforts 
and to see to it that the manpower for the harvest is there. 


"This is what we've been working on: bolstering the authority of the 
MINAZ, not interfering with its executive decisions, and especially, 
analyzing the assignment of tasks and then seeing to it that they get done." 
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"With regard to the sugar harvest mobilization and the unions' other 
tasks, we have supported them in every way so that they can play their 
role, but in no way have we supplanted them. And in no way does the 
party view the CTC [Central Organization of Cuban Trade Unions] as 

an auxiliary. It has its functions and has to discharge them. It 

is the party's duty to bolster the authority of the CTC. 


"We feel that we have followed the guidelines outlined by Fidel, which 
are the essence of the party's work method." 


Now that we have gotten an answer to our question about the reason 

for Villa Clara's successful turnabout (at the end of this article 

we will furnish some economic data that illustrate the gocd shape that 
the province is in), we now pose another question, this time about 

a specific aspect, not the overall situation: 


The Revolution in noncane agricultural yields began in this province 
and yet others have outstripped it, such as Havana, Matanzas and Ciego 
de Avila. Why? 


(The following background is for our readers: the Revolution in Yields 

is a movement that began in Villa Clara in 1974. Its four requirements 
are: seeds, water, equipment and manpower training. In a meeting 

with comrades from the Agriculture Delegation, they came to the conclusion 
that there had been carelessness in the selection of seeds, in 

equipment, in populating the countryside and in the dedication of the 
workers, besides which the land in Villa Clara is not of the same quality 
as in other provinces.) 





"The backwardness of the Yields Revolution in Villa Clara is inexplicable," 
Raul Rodriguez replied categorically. 


"It was simply abandoned. We have been working for more than a year 

to catch up. The comrades in Agriculture told you all about the situation. 

It is also true, to a certain extent, that the quality of the lands 

is a factor. At the Valle del Yabu Enterprise, for example, where 

the Revolution of Yields began, the yield in potatoes is still 6,000 

quintals per caballeria [1 caballeria=33.2 acres], and other crops 

are doing just as well as in other areas of the country. Agriculture 

requires resources: good land, water, seeds, equipment, skilled manpower...but 
we also suffer from too much routine work, trial and error methods 

and subjective factors that we have to eradicate. 


"I can say the same about livestock raising. A cow that gets no feed 
or water does not give milk. Of course farming depends a great deal 
on the elements, but perhaps for this very reason, hiding a bit behind 
a Situation that we cannot control, subjectivism flourishes. 


"In livestock raising, we rounded up these subjective persons and began 
being demanding with them. We are now pursuing milk production as 
if it were sugar, and we're doing fine." 
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By the way, we know that you were at the Sixth Congress of ANAP. What 
is your opinion of the emulation between the ANAP people and the state- 
run enterprises? 


"The state-run enterprises need this. They have always have more resources 
available than the farmers. And the land is the same." 


Don't you think that the emulation will be hard on the farm workers 
and on the personnel in the state-run enterprises? 


"A farmer is a farmer. As an individual he has a better idea of what 
savings and profits are than a farm worker. And as institutions, the 
cooperatives are proving to be very efficient economically. An individual 
farmer on his small plot and the cooperative, though larger, take up 

less space than a state-run program and can take better care of the 

crops that the state-run programs have so far been able to do, in general. 
I think that the state programs have to include.a major technical and 
economic training process. We have not yet succeeded in utilizing 

all of the resources of the state-run enterprises, nor do we utilize 

each resource rationally. Although our equipment base is growing with 
the revolution's momentum, it is still not large enough, and this is 

made worse by the fact that technical concepts clash with ingrained 
routines and trial and error methods. 


"I personally think that the cooperatives are initially going to have 
somewhat of an advantage in the emulation, in the first place because 
of the farmers' mentality and their grasp of costs and profits, and 
secondly because farm personnel still have shortcomings. 


"Of course we have very good directors and district and lot chiefs, 
but they are not in the majority. Where such people do exist, the 
cooperatives will be in for a very tough fight. 


"I repeat: the state-run enterprises need the emulation. It's a challenge 
that we'll all gain from because there will be more food for the people. 
The Agriculture Ministry has been working hard. The cooperatives might 
have the advantage in the short run, but in the long run, to the extent 
that the state-run enterprises are more efficient, they will no doubt 

be victorious. 


"I must stress that we still have a long way to go in noncane agriculture. 
I'm talking about my province. Cane growing is more efficient. 


"Tt might be because it is less complex. Other crops are quite complicated. 
Yet we are making progress. We've had steady development in coffee, 

and the same goes for tobacco, despite the uncertainty of the weather. 

We're starting to see gains in livestock raising. There has been stable, 
steady growth in poultry raising and hogs, as throughout the country. 

A closer look at beekeeping is in order. This is a silent, self-sacrificing 
and unpublicized work that yields good results in wax and honey, and 

it is in a position to boost its contributions of tons per year." 
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There are two aspects that I don't want to overlook. One, Comrade 
Raul, is local industry, which we will report separately on, and the 
other concerns satisfying man's spiritual needs. 


"First of all, we think that the potential of local industry is unlimited. 
It involves utilizing resources that others throw away. We already 

have 7,000 women signed up in the province. We have to move strongly 
along this path, as in savings, which I know you're going to talk about 
separately, especially biogas, small hydroelectric plants, load adjustment, 
windmills, as well as spare parts. 


"This means that what we have mentioned are some of the province's 
duties. But I also have to stress, so that this interview will be 
objective, that we still have a long way to go in boosting efficiency 

in all sectors, a great deal to discover. Eloquent proof of this is 
that day after day we find hidden reserves. If this results only from 
improving levels of organization, from consistently applying the party's 
work method, then I can guarantee you that we have a whole multitude 

of shortcomings that remain to be eliminated." 


But there is the other major issue that I would like you to broach: 
satisfying man's spiritual needs. 


"There is an old saying," Raul mentions, "that ‘man does not live by 
bread alone.' Otherwise we would be denying socialist construction. 
These years of revolution have been demanding years of supreme sacrifice. 
And the people have come through. And how! Recreation is not only 
relaxation; it is a source of culture, of a healthier way of life. 

Times are tough because of sugar prices and the international situation. 
Nevertheless, the People's Government has made a major effort, along 
with the UJC: pioneers camps, camping, youth clubs and recreation for 

the entire population. The agencies that manage resources have helped, 
both in aiding their groups and in building projects. 


"We have been working in two basic areas: recreation tied in with culture 
and sports, and on the other hand we have declared an offensive in 

enhancing the esthetic and sanitation conditions in towns, at their 
entrances and exits, at the seats of the municipalities, in paving 

roads and improving highways. Much remains to be done, but a plan 

has been worked out commensurate with our resources. All mass organizations 
are involved in the plan. And people are taking care of the interiors 

and exteriors of work places. 


"Culture plays a main role: museums, social clubs, movies...everything 
that contributes to relaxation." 


There is one question on which I would very much like to hear your 

answer. As you suggested to us, we discussed the issue with the president 
of the People's Government, Comrade Tomas Cardenas, and we got detailed 
information on recreational activities, which will enable us to write 

an article specifically on this topic. But my specific question to 
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you is this: Do you think that the satisfaction of man' spiritual needs 
influences his productivity at work, his state of mind and his performance? 


"Surely. A person who is more stimulated, happier and with a better 
chance to meet his spiritual needs is more productive, more conscientious 
and in a better frame of mind to put forth greater mental and physical 
efforts. A comrade with more opportunities for recreation, with a 
healthier, more beautiful environment, is happier. He therefore produces 
more because he feels like a more complete person. Spiritual nourishment 
is just as necessary as material nourishment. If a busy, responsibility- 
laden leader does not take time off for recreation and relaxation, 

there comes a time when his work capacity drops. That's a fact." 


Dear readers, when you travel through Villa Clara, when you talk with 

the men and women in the province, you sense that they are happy. As 

the old story goes, if they were given a glass with water up to the 
halfway mark, they would exclaim: "It's half-full," not "It's half- 
empty,’ which would denote pessimism. Aside from the overall developments 
under the revolution, the reason for this state of mind is that there 

is a demanding attitude in Villa Clara, but every effort is made to 
understand man's spirit. Raul is right: man does not live by bread 

alone. 


Some Additional Figures 


Commercial production was six percent over goal in 1981. Most of the 
increases were due to rises in productivity. Cane output in the 1979/80 
harvest averaged 46,000 arrobas [1 arroba= 25 pounds] per caballeria 

[1 caballeria=33.2 acres]. It will be up to 75,000 by the end of the 
5-year period. In the 1982 sugar harvest the province exceeded its 
goals in production, yield and bagasse, and saved more than a million 
gallons of oil. Two-hundred and seventy-one farm tractors, 12 percent 
of the total, were overhauled, as well as 642 pieces of equipment, 

11 percent of the pool. As of April 1982, 2,853,502 spare parts had 
been manufactured or restored, which represents 43 percent of the annual 
plan. The infant mortality rate was 17.9 per: 14,000 live births in 
1981, and during the first 5 months of this year it was 16.1, one of 

the lowest in the country. Among the major public works projects under 
construction are the 630-bed provincial surgical hospital and clinic 

and the intensive care unit of the Pediatric Hospital and its expansion. 
The province's performance in education in the first half of 1982 exceeded , 
in every instance the performance in the same semester last year. 

Villa Clara was the second province in the country to build a historical 
museum in every municipality. Along with a 140 million peso expansion, 
Machine Plant [Planta Mecanica] is also constructing two complete tandems: 
one for the new Villa Clara sugar mill and another for Nicaragua. 

The province has pledged to produce 30 million pesos worth of local 
industry items. 


57 








A Simple Formula 


All too often investments are marked by problems with their startup 

and their agonizingly slow lead-time. In contrast, the Efrain Alfonso 
Sugar Mill in Villa Clara invested 20 million pesos to overhaul 80 
percent of its plant area, began its activities during the 1982 sugar 
harvest and established itself as the country's most efficient mill. 
How was that possible? we asked Raul Rodriguez. “The work method that 
we talked about was a factor, of course. But a number of factors were 
involved: experienced comrades who installed the equipment properly. and 
repaired and ran it properly, with advice from MINAZ technicians. In 

a word, they met the standards for each work phase. When each step 

is taken efficiently, you need not face an agonizingly long string 

of problems at the outset. The expected adjustments (but just minimal 
ones) of a startup were experienced at Efrain. The formula is very 
simple: being efficient at each stage of the investment process, which, 
.s we know, begins with the blueprint. That's all." 


8743 
CSO: 3248/ 137 
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COUNTRY SECTION NICARAGUA 


NUNEZ INTERVIEWED WHILE VISITING FRANCE 
PMO51111 Paris LE MONDE in French 5 Nov 82 p 4 


[Interview with Nicaraguan State Council President Carlos Nunez in Paris--date 
not given] 


[Text] "There is now a real danger of war in Central America, because we do 
not believe that the Reagan administration is going to abandon its main objec- 
tive, which is to overthrow our government...." 


Maj Carlos Nunez, a member of the Sandinista leadership and president of the 
State Council in Managua, who has been in France on a visit since Tuesday, 

2 November, certainly did not think, before leaving Nicaragua for Helsinki, 
Stockholm and Paris, that the U.S. press itself was going to supply him with 
arguments to back up his case. And what arguments they are! NEWSWEEK magazine 
has revealed that the United States is financing and training the anti-Sandinista 
armed groups installed in Honduras with the aim of "destabilizing" the Nicaraguan 
Government. 


Nonetheless the major almost shrugged it off. "We have been saying that for 
a year. And what NEWSWEEK is now revealing is only the visible tip of a 
perfectly planned strategy. 


The United States is supporting the former Somozaist guards who have taken 
refuge in Honduras and have been equipped, armed and installed in several 

camps along our entire border. It also aims to mobilize the extremist sections 
of the Honduran armed forces led by General Alvarez, the country's real strong 
man, who thinks of nothing but doing battle with us." . 


The Sandinista leadership member thinks that the situation is particularly 
"“worryong" because, according to him, the U.S. "hawks" can count on the 
"compliance" of the Honduran military, who apparently support "force as a 
solution." Indeed, he stated that the armed Somozaist groups who have infil- 
trated Nicaragua itself "have been almost completely broken up" and that the 
"rate of incursions had tended to fall over the past few weeks." However, 

he admitted that the sabotage operations and raids "carried out 100 km inside 
Nicaragua" have caused serious losses (107 people killed since the beginning 
of the year) and that "the increased defense effort is seriously undermining 
the economic recovery plan." 
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But what worries him most is the prospect of a military operation mounted in 
conjunction with the Honduran Army which, he said, already has "the strongest 
combat air force in the whole of Central America” and has “received propor- 
tionally the most U.S. military aid in the whole region over the past 2 years." 


"We never thought," he added, "that the United States would send its troops 
direct to Central America. That is not necessary. It has sent instructors and 
advisers. The CIA is openly financing groups hostile to the Sandinista govern- 
ment. The logistics and infrastructure have been finalized." 


"D Day" in December? 


"D Day," according to Major Nunez, could be between 6 and 10 December. Important 
maneuvers are to take place along the border between Nicaragua and Honduras, 

with participation by U.S. units from the three branches of the armed forces: 

air force, navy and army. "A Honduran airborne battalion and a special tactical 
operations battalion as well as an armored unit, which are new forces trained 

by the United States, are also to take part in those combined maneuvers which 
will be staged on an absolutely exceptional scale," the Sandinista leader stated. 


He added that trips by senior U.S. officers “have increased considerably 
recently." "They come from the United States or from southern command, head- 
quartered in the Panama Canal zone, to supervise the preparations. In addition 
to General Nutting, commander in chief, southerm command, the chief of operations 
and the commander in chief of the U.S. naval base in Panama took part in the 
talks in Honduras." 


As for the various "peace plans" for Central America, launched by Mexico, 
Venezuela and also by Honduran Foreign Minister Barnica Paz, Major Nunez 
considers them all "deadlocked"; he added that "it has not been possible to 
establish any direct contact between General Alvarez, commander in chief of the 
Honduran Army, and Nicaraguan Army chiefs."" He reaffirmed that Managua still 
advocates “general and gradual disarmament in the region, borders monitoring, 
nonaggression pacts between neighbors and stringent control on arms traffic." 
He also swore that, to the best of his knowledge, there is no question of "Soviet 
military aid to Nicaragua." But, he stated with equal conviction: "We will 

be forced to increase our own defenses and to mobilize our people until the 
Reagan administration abandons its aggression plans." 


cso: 3219/18 
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; BRIEFS 


ALLEGATIONS OF U.S. AGGRESSION--The Acting State Council President guerrilla 
Commander Dora Maria Tellez, implied that, after a careful study of the article 
published by the U.S. magazine NEWSWEEK, the State Council's board of directors 
may send an official message to the U.S. Congress. Commander Tellez, currently 
acting president of the State Council, pointed out that the magazine article 
partially describes the Reagan administration's irresponsible logic in regard 
to its policy on Central America. That policy opposes the peace proposal 
submitted by Nicaragua. Referring to the participation of John Dimitri Negroponte, 
U.S. ambassador to Honduras, Commander Tellez noted that his anti-Sandinist 
position reflects the fixed idea of President Ronald Reagan, and he could well 
order the invasion at any time. One cannot expect anything good from the 
representative of an administration like the one presently handling the North 
American agents. Rafael Solis, Sandinist Army delegate to the State Council, 
commented that NEWSWEEK said nothing the Nicaraguan Government did not already 
know. He noted, however, that the magazine did confirm the U.S. Government's 
aggressive position against the Sandinist people's revolution. [Text] 
[PA041645 Managua Domestic Service in Spanish 0300 GMT 4 Nov 82] 


PEACE OFFICIAL TO USSR--Julian Corrales, vice president of the Nicaraguan Peace 
Commission, has left for Lisbon, Portugal, with the purpose of pursuing Nicaragua's 
crusade for international peace in Europe. Corrales is leading a delegation 

that will culminate its tour in the USSR. Corrales said on leaving that steps 

are being taken every day in all fronts to strengthen the peace efforts against 

the warmongering plans sponsored and financed by U.S. imperialism. [PA301808 
Managua Radio Sandino in Spanish 1830 GMT 27 Oct 82] 


FRENCH DELEGATION'S VISIT--A French delegation composed of (Jean Francois 
Degremont) and (Phillipe Frement) is visiting the country to arrange for the 
technical assistance that will be given Nicaragua as a result of agreements 
that were signed last July during Commander Ortega's visit to France. The 
French delegates confirmed that material will be donated in the areas of 
construction and urban development. [PA301808 Managua Domestic Service in 
Spanish 0300 GMT 27 Oct 82] 


EXPORT STATISTICS--To date in 1982, Nicaragua has exported over 3 million lbs 
of sea food, worth $14.96 million, to U.S., Canadian, Japanese, Guatemalan and 
Costa Rican markets. According to a foreign trade bulletin, sugar exports 

total 2 million quintales so far, for an income of $36 million. As for cotton 
exports, they amount to 266,000 bales, representing $85 million. The primary 
markets for Nicaraguan export products are the GDR, Hungary, the United Kingdon, 
France, Bulgaria, the United States, Japan, Guatemala and the PRC. [PA301808 
Managua Radio Sandino Network in Spanish 1200 GMT 28 Oct 82} 
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AGREEMENT WITH BULGARIA--A cooperation agreement was signed yesterday between 
the Bulgarian State Tobacco Enterprise (Bulgarian Tobacco) and the Nicaraguan 
Ministry of Agricultural Development and Agrarian Reform (MIDINRA) for the 
implementation of a tobacco growing program in Nicaragua. The agreement was 
signed by (Ivan Jegov), deputy director of Bulgarian Tobacco, and Manuel Coronel 
Klautz, deputy minister of MIDINRA. Kiril Zlatkov, Bulgarian ambassador in 
Nicaragua, was also present at the signing ceremony. [Text] [PA011854 Managua 
BARRICADA in Spanish 26 Oct 82 p 5] 


AMBASSADORS CREDENTIALS--Today, three new ambassadors presented their credentials 
to the Nicaraguan Government of National Reconstruction. They are Rafael Cordero 
Diaz of the Dominican Republic, Horst Heumbaum of the FRG and Luis Alberto 

Henry Sanchet of Guatemala. Nicaraguan Government Junta member Rafael Cordova 
Rivas and Foreign Minister Miguel d'Escoto received the credentials from the new 
ambassadors. [Text] [PA061649 Panama City ACAN in Spanish 0030 GMT 5 Nov 82] 


BULGARIAN BUSES ARRIVE--Transportation Minister Carlos Zarruck has announced 
that the first 50 Bulgarian buses will be arriving in Nicaragua in June 1983 
and that 200 more buses and microbuses will be purchased for the private sector. 
[PAO070157 Managua EL NUEVO DIARIO in Spanish 28 Oct 82 p 10] 


FRENCH AGRICULTURAL COOPERATION--Agricultural Development Minister Jaime 
Wheelock met yesterday with French Ambassador Rene Ala to lay the groundwork 
for the French-Nicaraguan agricultural development cooperation program. A 
French technical-scientific mission will be arriving in Nicaragua soon to do 
agricultural research work. [PAQ70157 Managua LA PRENSA in Spanish 29 Oct 82 


p 5] 


BATTALION 60-10 RETURNS HOME--Battalion 60-10, made up of workers, peasants 

and students, has returned to the city of Boaco after spending 2 months outside 
Boaco Department fighting the counterrevolutionary units. [PA070157 Managua 
BARRICADA in Spanish 31 Oct 82 p 10] 


CSO: 3248/215 END 
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